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‘Desert’ call to 


US troops 


A call to American servicemen to oppose the war in Vietnam is 
made in a leaflet published this week by the War Resisters’ Inter- 
national. The leaflet asks servicemen to consider what they could do 
to end the war, in the light of the Nuremberg judgment, which 
“ places on you the duty to decide whether a war is right or wrong.” 
The main text of the leaflet is as follows: 


You could not have been in Europe long without discovering how 
widespread is criticism of the American war in Vietnam; and you 
may have discovered how false is much of the information in the 
American press and from the American government. 
We are asking you to consider what action you can take to end 
this war. We know that you are in an extremely difficult position 
and that it is easy for us to talk. We only ask you, after weighing 
up all the possible consequences, to consider what you can do. 
During the Algerian war thousands of young French conscripts 
demonstrated against the war and helped in some measure to 
end it. They demonstrated openly in the streets, and some even 
sat down in front of the trains taking them to Marseille for 
embarkation. Some deserted rather than take part in what they 
considered an unjust war; others voluntarily gave themselves up 
and went to prison as conscientious objectors. 

Will you consider: 

1. Making clear your objection to the Vietnam war by petitioning 
and writing letters to superior officers, President Johnson, sena- 
tors, congressmen etc. 

2. Staging protests within the barracks or taking part in public 
demonstrations. 

3. Holding a token walk-out of the barracks or some other action of 
this kind. 

4. Deserting, either singly or in groups. This action would have 
very serious consequences, such as the imprisonment of those 
involved. We do not ask you to undertake it lightly without con- 
sidering exactly what might happen. But we hope you will consider 
* It could have a powerful effect in building up pressure against 
the war. 

5. Registering asa conscientious objector. Did you know that Ameri- 
can law provides for conscientious objection to the war? That 
even men in the army can get out if they firmly maintain their 
views? That at least 300 men have received discharges because 
they can no longer honestly support war? 

Your action could help end a terrible war and save Vietnamese 

and American lives. It is quite wrong to suppose that only “ com- 

munists’”’ are against the American policy in Vietnam. Many re- 
ligious and other organisations have opposed it. The War Resisters’ 

International, which publishes this leaflet, has opposed all wars 

since 1921; many of its members have been imprisoned for their 

beliefs and have taken action against both Soviet and Western 
military policies. 

The Nuremberg judgment places on you the duty to decide whether 

a war is right or wrong. 

Every day innocent lives are being lost in Vietnam. Will you consider 

taking some action that could help to end this bloodshed? 

The leaflet also contains a brief history of the war, a statement of casualty 

figures (nearly 4,000 American dead and an estimated 250,000 Vietnamese), 

a Rooum cartoon and a list of the supporting organisations, which besides 

the War Resisters’ International itself include Peace News and WRI sections 

in West Germany, Italy, Holland, Britain and the United States. 

The War Resisters’ International plans to distribute 20,000 copies of the 

leaflet in Europe; it hopes to send copies to Vietnam. Copies of the leaflet 

are available at 55s per thousand (cheques ete to be made out to War 

Resisters’ International) from the WRI at 88 Park Avenue, Enfield, Middlesex 

(LAB 3977). The centre for distribution in Britain is the Peace Pledge Union, 

6 Endsleigh Street, London WC1 (EUS 5501). 


(US air edition 25 cents) 
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The letter printed below urges action to stop the coming French nuclear tests 
in the south Pacific. It is signed by Anne Vogel, John Rety and Devi Prasad; 
Peace News has added a Hist of suggestions and tentative plans, which have arisen 
out of discussions between members of several peace organisations. Further 
information can be obtained from French Tests Campaign, 13 Goodwin Street, 
London N.4. 
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French atom tests 
in south Pacific: 


opposition 


The Times on May 18 printed this an- 

nouncement : 
“The French government has formally 
given notice to shipping and aircraft 
of her intention of carrying out nu- 
clear tests on Mururoa, an island 750 
miles south-east of Tahiti. No date is 
given for the tests, generally expected 
in the next month or two, but a 
specific warning is to be given a few 
days before they are due to be carried 
out...” 


Preparations for the tests have been 
going on for over two years, and there 
has been opposition from people in the 
Pacific area which will be affected 


most: 

The President of the Tahitian Territorial 
Assembly protested to the French mili- 
tary government and was jailed for fif- 
teen years on treason charges. 

The Australian Committee against 
Atomic Testing has two ketches and 
volunteers from several countries, in- 
cluding Britain, prepared to sail into the 
testing area. 

A thousand British scientists are being 
asked to sign a statement for French 
journals: the co-operation of French 
scientists is hoped for. 

The New Zealand Committee Against 
Atomic Testing planned to build a boat; 
it has conducted a publicity campaign. 
The New Zealand Railwaymen’s Union 
has appeal to French railwaymen to take 
industrial action. Dockers in Chile are 
boycotting French ships. 

Governmental opposition has been ex- 
pressed by Ecuador, Colombia, Chile, 
Peru and New Zealand. The New Zealand 
government has issued a press release 
on the dangers of radioactive contamina- 
tion of dairy products; it has been ig- 
nored by the British press. The South 
American governments are mainly con- 
cerned with contamination of fish. 

The French government has tried to 
quell opposition by assurances that the 
scientists in control of the tests will 
be guided by a computer on Mururoa, 
timing them to coincide with weather 
conditions which will ensure that radio- 
active material will fall on uninhabited 
parts of the Pacific; but this does noth- 
ing to prevent the poisoning of fish or 
the later fallout of hghter particles - 
Strontium 90, Caesium 37 and Carbon 14. 
These elements have a half-life of 28, 
30 and 5,600 years respectively; the first 
two cause leukaemia, cancers, -sterility 
and mutations, while the third will have 
effects on future generations of plants, 
animals and men. 

What can be done? 

Not much can be done about the recent 
Chinese tests; but we believe that the 
political isolation of France, and the 
fact that geographical conditions make 
it necessary to conduct its tests in such 


srows 


a public manner, make it possible for the 
peace movement throughout the world 
to bring pressure to bear which could 
make the French government delay or 
curtail the present series. 


Why should we bother? 
The French decision to test nuclear 
weapons is a deliberate threat to the 
lives and health of living organisms all 
over the world, and especially those of 
the Pacific islanders, who are peculiarly 
helpless against the French authorities. 
Recent technological advances have made 
it possible for almost any government 
to make its own weapons of mass des- 
truction; but they could be made to 
think twice before embarking on such 
costly enterprises if they saw any real 
opposition throughout the world to the 
French experiments. 
Against the background of the war in 
Vietnam and governmental atrocities in 
Africa, Asia and South America, the 
French tests may seem a minor offence, 
not worthy of any effort to prevent 
them ... but it is not such a small 
thing when seen against the weakness 
of the world peace movement. All our 
activities have not so far stopped the 
war in Vietnam or the oppression of 
Africans by Verwoerd and Smith. It we 
acted together decisively against the 
French tests, we might achieve some- 
thing which would not only boost our 
own morale but give hope and encour- 
agement to masses of people who feel 
helpless in the face of governmental 
power. 

ANNE VOGEL, JOHN RETY, Dev1I PRASAD 
Suggestions for action 
The Committee of 100 is hoping to or- 
ganise a walk from London to Paris to- 
wards the end of June - perhaps in con- 
cert with similar action from all coun- 
tries. 
A vigil of a month’s duration outside the 
French embassy - or some more public 
place - has been proposed. 
A picket at the French tourist agency, 
178 Piccadilly, will be held from 9.30 am 
to 12.30 pm on June 18. 
Synchronised international demonstra- 
tions could be mounted on Bastille Day, 
July 14. 
Interventions in the French Assembly 
by British tourists and members of the 
French peace movement. Leaflets, car 
stickers etc. 
The Christian group of the Committee 
of 100, in conjunction with Catholic 
libertarians, is preparing a leaflet ad- 
dressed specifically to Christians, which 
it is hoped will be sent to church repre- 
sentatives in the Pacific countries. 
Letters can be written to the French 
government. 
The War Resisters’ International is send- 
ing out a letter to its sections, ‘asking 
them to take action along these lines. 


2 Peace News May 27 1966 


Fingerprints 

In the current controversy over the Home 
Office’s proposed schemes for fingerprint- 
ing the entire population, one very 
serious implication seems to have been 
totally overlooked. 

In December 1964 the Swiss magazine 
L’Illustré published an article by J. A. 
Widmer on the possibility of planting 
fingerprints. Among other things, he 
wrote: “Under my eyes I have seen 
the myth of fingerprints explode. Finger- 
prints were hitherto thought to be an in- 
fallible method of investigation and of 
establishing judicial proof. This isn’t 
so any longer... 

“It remains true that no two human 
beings have exactly the same prints... 
What is new is the fact that it is possible 
to transplant fingerprints.” 

The article, which was reprinted in full 
in Solidarity, Vol 3, No 7, goes on to 
describe the method devised by Mr 
Marsh, an ex-police officer living in Co 
Durham, for transplanting fingerprints. 
Mr Marsh claims that these transplanted 
prints have already successfully deceived 
police in Uganda. The Police Commis- 
sioner in the West Riding and Ex-Detec- 
tive Superintendent Fred Cherrill, a Scot- 
land Yard fingerprint expert, refused to 
comment on Mr Marsh's work. 

If Widmer's article is correct, then the 
implications of mass fingerprinting are 
even more serious than was at first 
believed. We have seen in the past that 
the police (or, at least, certain of them) 
are not averse to planting evidence. Is 
there any reason to suppose that they 
would hesitate to plant fingerprints? 
With a complete set of fingerprints in 
their files, how much easier this would 
be for the police. 

However, what is perhaps the most im- 
portant thing about Marsh’s discovery, 
if it really is infallible, is that it knocks 
the bottom out of the Home Office’s 
case for mass fingerprinting. If prints can 
be transferred then the accused can al- 
ways claim that he has been framed. 
Fingerprints can no longer be produced 
as conclusive evidence of guilt, and they 
will therefore no longer be of the value 
they once were to the police. 

It is surprising that Widmer’s article 
has had such little publicity in this 
country. 

Gordon Causer, 

27 Upper Gungate, Tamworth, Staffs. 


Taxation 


May I support your criticism of the 
‘payroll tax” (May 13), and suggest 
that pacifists concern themselves more 
about taxation as, next to conscription, 
a main bulwark of the power state. The 
modern system of taxation originated for 
war purposes, and has always been an 
instrument of government despotism; 
now increasingly complex and arbitrary, 
it is administered by an irresponsible 
bureaucracy exempt from normal con- 
trols of law. The alleged democratic 
control of taxation and expenditure by 
Parliament becomes a tragic farce under 
a totalitarian party system; a current 
example is that Labour critics of the 
payroll tax voted en masse for it. 

This tax is a further illustration of the 
abandonment of socialism by a Labour 
government, which accepts the slogan of 
the industrial capitalist: “Increase out- 
put and all other things shall be added 
unto you.” It does so by further bolster- 
ing up privileged capitalist groups, and 
extends the crazy policy of taking with 
one hand and restoring with another in 
such cases. Thus it adds to the complica- 
tions of the financial system and the 
overhead costs of “unproductive” em- 
ployment to effect the transfers. In a 
genuinely socialist community, taxation 
would be eliminated, with the ‘‘ wither- 
ing away of the state.” 

William H. Marwick, 

5 Northfield Crescent, Edinburgh 8. 


‘Pacifist Conscience’ 


Dennis Gould is perhaps a little unfair 
in his critical review of The Pacifist 
Conscience (May 20). Surely it contains 
some of the attitudes, beliefs and philo- 
sophical arguments which lead to “ non- 
violent actions and campaigns,” and ex- 
plicitly does not set out to cover them, 
which therefore makes comparison with 
The Quiet Battle rather meaningless. In 
the introduction, on page 11, Peter Mayer 


says that the purpose of the anthology is 
“to show the variety of viewpoints and 
approaches in which the pacifist con- 
science has manifested itself . . . This 
means featuring both the visionary and 
the pragmatic, the noble and the delu- 
sive.” The introduction is devoted to 
tracing the development of the pacifist 
position from a specifically religious one 
to a specifically moral or humanitarian 
standpoint. The Christian “ bias” in the 
book is not so irrelevant when seen in 
this light. 

The book contains a very broad range 
of opinions and it would be surprising 
if ‘“‘the engaged radical pacifist or an- 
archist”? could find nothing of interest 
or value. To take but one example, the 
essay by Simone Weil on “The Iliad, 
Poem of Force ” contains material highly 
significant for the understanding of the 
problem of influencing members of gov- 
ernments and others who have deliber- 
ately suppressed their humanity in order 
to consent to mass murder and the ac- 
ceptance of war as a means of settling 
disputes. 

One should welcome the fact that the 
book has been published, and in a Pen- 
guin edition (as such it can reach a 
potentially wide audience). Dennis Gould 
perhaps undervalues the excellent wide- 
ranging bibliography which covers all 
aspects of peace literature, and is a very 
important feature of the book. 

Dennis seems to implicitly ignore the 
general reading public - who are the 
potential supporters of a developing 
radicalism. The committed radical exists 
within a community: surely the spear- 
head needs a shaft! 

Of course there jis a need for an anthol- 
ogy of contemporary writings on radical 
pacifist thought and non-violent direct 
action. Perhaps Dennis Gould could per- 
suade Peace News to commission it? 
Rosalie and Peter Moule, 

17 Knights Park, Kingston, Surrey. 


‘When the Saints’ 


Hazel McGee in her review of When 
The Saints Go Marching In (May 8) 
implied that A. J. P. Taylor’s name was 
“ conspicuously absent’ from the credits 
at the end of the programme, because 
he would hardly have approved of the 
content. I think I should make it clear 
that Mr Taylor had no connection with 
the programme whatsoever. He was 
asked by the TV Times, a wholly separ. 
ate and independent publication, to 
contribute an article on the general 
theme of pacifism, but was not involved 
at any stage in the programme’s pro- 
duction. 

The programme did not, of course, come 
from Rediffusion; it was an ATV Net- 
work production. 

Anthony Firth, 

Producer, Documentary Department, 
ATV Network Limited, 

17 Great Cumberland Place, London WI. 


I missed your issue of May 13, so have 
only just seen Hazel McGee’s review 
of the television programme When the 
Saints go Marching In. She professes 
astonishment that I, a former editor of 
Sanity, no less, “co-operated in this 
superficial nonsense.” While I do not 
share her caustic view of the programme 
(perhaps because I have learnt not to 
expect television companies to be in- 
terested in putting on free party political 
broadcasts on behalf of the peace move- 
ment), I would nevertheless like to dispel 
the impression that I had any responsi- 
bility at all either for the way in which 
the programme was presented or for the 
choice of material in the second half of 
the programme, dealing with CND and 
the Committee of 100. 

My name appeared in the credits be 
cause as author of a forthcoming book 
on socialist and religious conscientious 
objection in the First World War, I 
supplied the historical material on which 
the first part of the programme was 
based. I had no say as to how this 
material should be used (though I 
thought they used it rather well), and 
I had no knowledge whatever of the con- 
tent of any part of the programme other 
than the first ten minutes or so dealing 
with the First World War. Probably 
because the producers thought I might 
raise objections, I was given no opportu- 
nity to see or comment on the CND 
section. 

David Boulton, 

66 Vandon Court, Petty France, 

London SWI. 


Letters to 
the Editor 


‘The War Game’ 


John Papworth said about The War 
Game (May 13): ; 
“There is nothing in the BBC charter 
which authorises it to promote mass 
hysteria among the population at large, 
and since two people fainted and other 
members of the small audiences 
showed signs of physical distress, I 
suppose a sudden TV showing could 
have some rather unpleasant conse- 
quences...” 
When I saw The War Game no one 
fainted. The only signs of physical dis- 
tress I saw were among my friends who 
were outraged that the film had not been 
shown on television. The manager of the 
Continentale cinema has told me that 
he has had “very very few cases of 
fainting indeed.” Papworth has no evi- 
dence to support words like ‘mass 
hysteria.” The use of the word “ sudden ” 
is a cheap trick. No one has ever sug- 
gested that the film should be shown 
suddenly and now after all the publicity 
this is hardly possible. 
Ss . it betrays an inadequate grasp 
of elementary psychology to suppose 
that people generally would respond 
to seeing it by joining the peace 
movement and electing Peggy Duff as 
Britain’s first woman prime minis- 
ter.” 
This is another old journalist’s trick. 
Deny something that no one has ever 
thought of. This was not the object of 
the film and only an ass could think 
it was. 
“Modern man has ‘supped full with 
horrors,’ and under the stimulus of 
The War Game he is just as likely to 
decide to add his mite to creating a 
few more, and to opt for a frenzied 
socially-catastrophic — self-indulgence 
while the going is good.” 
Does John Papworth really believe this? 
Does he have visions of national orgies? 
If so (and presuming he thinks this a 
bad thing) he must immediately begin 
a campaign for the suppression of truth 
about nuclear weapons. There would 
be plenty of joiners. The government and 
the press for a start. But did the film 
have this destructive effect on him? 
If not why does he think it might be 
dangerous for others? What makes him 
so different? 
“Certainly those who want to see the 
film should be free to do so...” 
The liberal get-out. But the truth about 
our situation is uncomfortable. It takes 
an effort to face it. I certainly don’t 
want to travel into the horrible West 
End to do so when I have a perfectly 
good screen in my own living room. It 
was for that screen the film was made. 
Clive Goodwin, 
Tribune, 222 Strand, London WC2. 


African writers 


One way of increasing one’s knowledge 
of a subject is to publish an un-learned 
paper on it and wait for the letters to 
come in. This wasn’t the intention of my 
article of May 6 (not March 6 as printed 
in Mr Steel’s letter) but, just the same, 
I am greatly indebted to Mr Steel for the 
information he has given_me. I said 
“Ghana, Sierra Leone and Gambia, have 
so far as I know, produced just one novel- 
ist.” Clearly I didn’t know far enough 
and I am grateful to Mr Steel for in- 
troducing me to three new Ghanaian 
novelists. I would like further biblio- 
graphy; I never saw their work in any 
Lagos bookshop. _ 

When I said “Only in Nigeria .. . has 
literature flourished” I implied, and 
should have said, “ of the former British 
West African states”; when I went on, 
“and flourished more strongly than any- 
where on the whole African continent,” 
I did not intend to deny the existence 
of good writers elsewhere in Africa - 
above all James Ngugi. I thought it was 
clear that I was writing about ex-colonial 
countries and so did not consider South 
Africa, where so much good writing still 
contrives to be done. I should have said 
this explicitly. 

On re-reading my article I see I may 
have implied that The Palm Wine Drink- 
ard is the sum total of Amos Tutuola’s 
output. This is far from the case. 

My purpose was to try to assess the work 
of Chinua Achebe against the rich back- 
ground of African literature. Mr Steel 
has clearly shown that this background 
is far richer and more extensive than I 


had indicated. It is a big subject to 
treat adequately even in the generous 
space the editor allowed me. 

Arthur Arnold, 

The Village College, Bottisham, Cambs. 


Mankind 2000 


My attention has been drawn to a letter 
from Robin Jenkins, Peace Research 
Centre, Lancaster, in your issue of May 
13, in which he asks what has become 
of the Mankind 2000 project. 

As corresponding secretary of the 
Preliminary International Secretariat of 
this project, I am writing to inform you 
that at a conference of overseas sponsors 
of this project held in London last 
November, it was decided to encourage 
the development of the project at the 
national/regional level and to delay 
establishing an international executive 
committee for the co-ordination of such 
development until contact with experts 
in those areas of the world as yet in- 
adequately represented had been further 
extended. 

Since then, the Mankind 2000 Interna- 
tional Foundation has been established 
by Professor Dr Fred. L. Polak at Boe- 
kelo in Holland to handle funds donated 
to this work. 

It is anticipated that it will be possible 
to hold a more representational inter- 
national conference early next year. 

The provisional Mankind 2000 (UK) com. 
mittee have also been meeting regularly 
since November last year and plans are 
in the making for promoting the aims 
of the project in this country. As soon 
as these plans are sufficiently advanced 
to warrant a progress report, I will send 
aeu a copy for your further informa- 
ion. 

James Wellesley-Wesley, 

3 Hendon Avenue, London N.3. 


Speakers service 


At this time of the year many peace 
organisations are preparing their pro 
grammes for the coming winter months. 
The secretaries of such groups may like 
to know of the Speakers Service offered 
a the Peace Research Centre, Lancas- 
er. 

This organisation is prepared to send a 
speaker to any group in the country 
that is willing to pay the expenses of the 
speaker; this is normally return rail 
fare plus overnight accommodation if 
needed and, of course, meals en route. 
Any peace group wishing to take ad- 
vantage of this service is requested to 
contact the Secretary of the Centre, 
giving, where possible, two or three suit- 
able dates. 

It would also be helpful to have some 
idea of the nature of the audience, since 
our work is extremely varied, and this 
information can help us select a speaker 
and a topic well suited to the group’s 
interests. 

Finally, some of your readers may be 
interested in the two-nation survey of 
Easter marchers conducted in England 
and Germany by the Peace Research 
Centre, Lancaster, and the Institute for 
Peace and Conflict Research, Copenha- 
gen. The final report on this project 
is now being published, and will be 
available from the Centre, price five 
shillings. 

David Fabri, 

Hon Secretary, Peace Research Centre, 

7 Common Garden Street, Lancaster. 


Clothes wanted 


As many of your readers probably know, 
Family Service Units are social service 
agencies trying to help multi-problem 
families, many of whom are living in 


poverty. 

We, in the Islington and North London 
Unit, have a continuing need for child- 
ren’s clothing; items of clothing which 
we specially need at the moment are 
children’s jumpers (for boys and girls 
between 6 and 12 years), shoes for 
children of all ages and jeans (denims) 
for boys. 

If any readers of Peace News have any 
clothing that they can spare it will be 
very gratefully received by us at the 
address below. 

Geoffrey Rankin, Fieldwork Organiser, 
36 St Mary’s Grove, London N1. 


John Papworth’s ‘personal 
comment’ is on page 11 
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Gratton Puxon 


Gypsies seek equal rights 


Twelve million Gypsy people live 
scattered throughout the world. 
They are the fragments of an 
ancient nation which, like the Jews, 
suffered a dispersion that has de- 
posited them without a homeland 
in all parts of the globe. Today a 
movement is in birth to re-unite 
them, culturally and politically, as 
a recognised international commu- 
nity. The final impetus for this will 
to unity has come as a delayed re- 
sponse to the slaughter by the 
Nazis of 600,000 Gypsies in the last 
war, that demonstrated in a horrific 
way their vulnerability in a hate- 
ridden world. 


The movement, as it is being developed 
by Gypsy associations in 20 countries, 
is unique. It sets out to unite a nation 
in spirit and purpose, but does not seek 
this unity in conflict with the interests 
of other peoples. The movement is not 
concerned with frontiers and state power 
because these things do not exist for the 
Gypsy people, except as negative impe- 
diments to their nomadic way of life. 
What the leaders seek is simply equal 
status and opportunity with all men. 
But there is the danger that if discrimi- 
nation is not relaxed, if they are op- 
posed, harassed and oppressed by policy 
or neglect, if frontiers are closed to 
them, the Gypsy people, in self-defence, 
will wish to create their own frontiers 
and power structures, or to remain in- 
side their shell of isolation. The en- 
lightened philosophy of fraternity ex- 
pounded by leaders today, which prom- 
ises to break their isolation, could be- 
come a crabbed nationalism and racism 
tomorrow. 


In Britain and Ireland the travelling 
minority has been estimated at 100,000, 
comprising a mixed group which never- 
theless has strong ethnic ties, shares a 
common way. of life and a common fate - 
rejection by settled society - with the 
larger groups on the Continent. Our 
response to the aspirations of this minor. 
ity will shape to a certain degree the 
character of the emerging movement. 
4 trenounce war and | will never 
support or sanction another 


This pledge signed by each 
member is the basis of the Peace 
Pledge Union send your pledge to 
PPU Headquarters Dick Sheppard 
tHouse 6 Endsleigh Street WC1 


Unfortunately, sharp contradictions have 
already appeared between official policy 
and the wishes of the minority. At in- 
ternational level, the French government 
has gone so far as to outlaw one of the 
leading Gypsy organisations, Commun- 
auté Mondiale Gitane, because General 
de Gaulle was politically embarrassed 
by its campaign to press the West Ger- 
man government to pay compensation to 
Gypsy war victims. 


On the social plane, the need for action 
is obvious. It has been stressed, for ex- 
ample, by the Commission on Itinerancy 
in Ireland, which has made clear re- 
commendations about the establishment 
of recognised camping sites and special 
educational facilities. In Holland large 
sums of money have been spent im- 
plementing similar recommendations. 
But the methods employed by the 
authorities and by various churches and 
charities appear to have failed to help 
the people forward and have instead re- 
tarded their development. 


The problem posed by the presence of 
itinerant families has been tackled as 
if it were in the same category as that 
of poverty-stricken or maladjusted fam- 
ilies in settled society. But the case-work 
method has further fragmented the 
minority group by ignoring its separate 
culture and identity or by regarding 
these differences as totally irrelevant to 
the problem. 


The officially established approach en- 
snares itself either by being too narrow 
in vision - the case-work method - or by 
displaying an overbearing paternalism 
which smothers the initiative of the 
group. 


The official approach, intimately linked 
with the deep prejudices of settled 
society, can hardly avoid coming into 
conflict with the feelings of the travel- 
ling people. They desire community 
solidarity and brotherhood and reject 
paternalism, which to them means non- 
equality and a charity that may be with- 
drawn at any time. 


The attitude -adopted by the official 
world in Ireland, more from habit than 
design, is already having disastrous con- 
sequences, creating additional difficul- 
ties and unhappiness both for the would. 
be integrated and the integrators. Both 
lay and clerical people involved have 
neglected to appreciate that the .travel- 
lers do form a distinct community within 
which there are valuable social pressures 
and currents. 


The widening gap between nomadic 
families and settled society has made 
many apathetic. They find themselves 
caught in a vicious circle. The way to 
break out of this state, for any group, 


is through their own latent indignation 
at their situation. This can become a 
vehicle which will lift them forward past 
the barriers that stand in their way to 
progress. 


This critical leap from apathy to indig- 
nation releases locked-up energy which 
initially people feel an urge to express 
in an aggressive, destructive way. The 
fear shown by established authority at 
this angry indignation seems to be re- 
flected in some way in the mistrust of 
ordinary people who, with the best in- 
tentions, want to help families with 
whom they come in contact or to for- 
ward the nomads’ cause. They prefer to 
press for the administration of justice 
from above. 


But if at this point, instead of fearing 
to arouse indignation and withdrawing, 
those that understood its value threw 
open the gates, as it were, and initiated 
debate within the group on what could 
be done to improve the situation, then 
the new-found energies could be directed 
into useful social action, including self- 
help projects and, when necessary, or- 
ganised protest. If this vital step is 
taken, the group concerned will be set 
on the road which must lead to the 
taking on of responsibility towards them- 
selves and towards the rest of society. 


If on the other hand this indignation, 
when it is seeking expression, is imme- 
diately repressed, or if when it has 
found expression the people find them- 
selves to be ineffectual; if - worst of all . 
well-meaning helpers take the action 
out of their hands, it will result in a 
return to a deeper state of apathy. From 
sheer frustration, this chronic apathy will 
in some cases find an outlet in violence 
and in others be the cause of excessive 
drinking. 

The need for outside volunteers to play 
a role is stressed by Ronald Lee, dele- 
gate-general of the World Romany Com- 
munity in North America. He believes 
that the movement must soon call in 
outside help (for one reason; because 
of wide-spread illiteracy) similar to that 
given to Negroes in the Civil Rights 
movement in the US. A whole field of 
activities is thus opening up and it is 
hoped those first becoming interested 
in the education of the children, for 
example, will feel involved in the wider 
implications of the travellers’ situation. 
From a larger view, we have something 
to learn from them about our own 
society. Their social structure bears 
signs of a relationship with earlier 
societies in which all individuals took 
part in decision-making concerning their 
fate. Only gradually have these extended 
family groups given way to patriarchal 
societies, nations, and eventually to state 
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Picket line at a Dublin camp site. 
The posters read “ Communauté 
Mondiale Gitane demands justice ” 
and “ One law for the rich - another 
for the poor.” 


authorities wielding absolute central 


power. 


Society in general has today delegated al- 
most all authority to parliaments, govern- 
ments and great anonymous depart- 
ments. Initiative has passed out of 
people’s hands and decision-making has 
become the privilege of politicians and 
officialdom. Subcultures and minorities 
have been driven down, and like the 
travellers, can now exercise no authority 
over their own destiny. Nomads do not 
even share in the delegation of power: 
they have no vote and are ruled without 
their consent. 


It is no wonder that Gypsy people are 
not impressed when representatives of 
these powers come to them and make 
promises and concessions with the air 
of bestowing underserved favours, when 
in fact they are only promising to return 
rather less than that which has been 
usurped. 


The Gypsies, who live in communities . 
extended families - enjoying some of the 
qualities of earlier societies, are in 
danger of being compelled to join the 
rat-race of the larger society. Both need 
community values; travellers may lose 
theirs, and larger society certainly will 
not gain them in the process of destroy- 
ing what the nomads have. 


Somehow the process has to be reversed; 
and this, in part, is what the world 
Gypsy movement is trying to do. Our 
job is to assist by helping the travellers 
to regain their right to make decisions 
concerning their own fate. 


Travellers in Britain express repeatedly 
and heatedly their feeling that they have 
a right to somewhere decent to live; the 
right to send their children to school, 
and so on. The authorities do not deny 
that these rights exist in theory but in 
practice they are obviously denied by 
local policy and neglect. 


We can respond to this situation either 
by coming to understand the travelling 
people and by working with them in 
their efforts to regain their rights, or by 
saying, in effect, that because their 
rescue from backwardness depends on 
the goodwill of the rest of society, any 
solution must be imposed from above. 
But in the second case, with the best 
will in the world, we run the danger of 
imposing a remedy for nomadism which 
is little better than the Nazi’s “ final 
solution,” because we kill the spirit of 
the Gypsy people. We deny them the 
moral authority to take matters into 
their own hands and improve them- 
selves, and we reaffirm that, whatever 
rights we like to enshrine in our de- 
mocracy, decision making and responsi- 
bility belongs to those with money, pro- 
perty and power. 


Special offer for new readers 


8 weeks 
Peace News 


post free trial 5s 


Air edition 8 weeks for 10s; US, 

6 weeks for 1 dollar. Send this 
coupon to Peace News, 5 Caledonian 
Road, London N1 (Block letters, 
please). 


Name 


Address 


4 Peace News May 27 1966 


Editorial: the student draft tests 


Conscripting the ‘failures’ 


The US Director of Selective Service has 
recently decided to allow the utilisation 
by local draft boards of class standings 
and college qualification test scores as 
criteria for determining student draft 
status. With this end in view, examina. 
tions took place in American colleges 
and universities on May 14 and May 21, 
and there is one more yet to come on 
June 3. Students who pass the examina- 
tion will have their draft deferment 
intact; those who fail will become elig- 
ible for military service in Vietnam. 


The Selective Service draft test operates 
in practice as a particularly sickening 
form of discrimination. There are several 
reasons for this. Students who emerge 
from backgrounds of relative cultural 
deprivation or who are forced by econ- 
omic necessity to work while attending 
college will be unfairly disadvantaged. 
The examination (prepared and admin- 
istered by the ‘Science Research 
Associates of Chicago”) is biased con- 
siderably towards the measurement of 
scientific problem solving; consequently, 
students engaged in the arts and human- 
ities faculties are immediately handi- 
capped. 


Deliberately or not, the examination 
works essentially as a subtle form of 
race discrimination, since Negro students 
are precisely those students most likely 
to have experienced economic and cul- 
tural deprivation; indeed, all the factual 
evidence so far available indicates that 


New directors 
for 
Peace News 


At the annual general meeting of Peace 
News last Saturday, Howard Cheney, 
David Graham and Michael Randle were 
elected on to the board of directors. 
They replaced Gene Sharp, Theodore 
Roszak and Michael Scott, who had given 
up their seats on the board, since they 
were unable to attend meetings. 


Vanessa Redgrave’s resignation from the 
chairmanship was accepted with regret; 
ina letter, she explained that she was 
resigning “partly for reasons of time, 
and primarily because I am so definitely 
not a pacifist." John Arden was nomin- 
ated to succeed her as chairman. 

The meeting was one of the best-attended 
annual meetings Peace News has had for 
some time; a thoughtful constructive 
discussion was held on the future devel- 
opment of the paper, which in itself was 
evidence of the “sense of personal com- 
mitment” which one speaker said the 
Paper needed from its readers, Perhaps 
in the future there will be more frequent 
opportunities for contacts and discus- 
sions of this sort. 


A straw vote revealed a majority of 
those present in favour of changing the 
name of Peace News; there were a good 
Many abstentions. we 


PPU 

MARCH FOR 
PEACE 
Saturday May 28 


assemble 2 pm Porchester Hall, 
Porchester Road, W2 


Man the toolmaker vs man the 


warmonger - pictorial parade with 
masks and posters 


March ends Marble Arch 6 pm; 
rally at Speakers’ Corner 


Organised by the Peace Pledge Union, 
6 Endsleigh Street, WC1 (EUS 5501) 


the examination is operating in favour 
of white Americans, as predicted. Most 
seriously, the examination presumes to 
pass judgment on the degree to which 
a man deserves to live or die; by its 
very nature it implies that A’s life is 
worth more than B’s. 


The only people directly concerned with 
the examination are American university 
and college students, and during the last 
fortnight articulate radical opinion has 
begun to protest against the system on 
many of the most famous campuses in 
America. Writing in last week’s Observer, 
Anthony Howard said: 


“General Hershey, director of the 
selective service system, announced 
last February that if the demands of 
the military went above 30,000 a month 
(this month’s figure is 34,000) the 
nation would have to start tapping its 
student body for manpower.” 


Congressman Adam Clayton Powell of 
Harlem has likened the “ philosophy ” 
underlying the draft test to Hitler’s more 
blatant lunacies on eugenics and educa- 
tion: ‘“ weed out the intellectually 
deprived or socially undesirable by con- 
scripting them for cannon fodder.” 


Given these increasingly ominous signs 
of the growth of catch-all totalitarianism 
in the US, it is all the the more im- 
portant that we give our full support to 
the voices of dissent. Students for a 
Democratic Society (SDS) has just issued 
a pamphlet Call For An Examination Of 
Conscience. It points out that Congress 
has just authorised the sending of an 
additional 400.000 men to Vietnam, and 
includes a blistering attack on the Selec- 
tive Service system: 


“The government intends to train us 
to be killers if we fail its test; why 
doesn’t it ask us instead what we think 
this war is all about? Why doesn’t 
it ask us what we think we'd be killing 
and dying for? Why doesn’t it ask us 
what we think the other side wants, 
and where they came from, and why 
they’ve been fighting for more than 
35 years? When you kill a man, you 
kill a man. And we think you’d better 
know what you’re doing when you do 
ite 
The pamphlet also includes what SDS 
calls the ‘“ National Vietnam Examina- 
tion.” This consists of a two-sided sheet 
of fair but searching questions which 
aim to check a student’s understanding 
of the war in Vietnam, and has been 
prepared by SDS in consultation with 
various leading authorities on the sub- 
ject plus many prominent members of 
the US radical left. 


The production and distribution of the 
SDS pamphlet has coincided with a 
mounting wave of student protest against 
the examination. As the New York Times 
reported last week, 3,000 copies were 
distributed at Berkeley in California to 
students taking the examination; copies 
have also been sent out to 1,000 different 
campuses. There have been considerable 
demonstrations at many American uni- 


versities, including sit-ins and pickets at 
New York and Chicago City College; San 
Francisco State and Antioch have re- 
fused to give the exam. 


It is difficult at this stage to estimate 
what effect, if any, student protest will 
have upon US policy. On page eight of 
this week we print an article by Mor- 
decai Briemberg which points to a 
deeply disturbing trend within organised 
higher education in the States today: 
that is, the increasing subordination of 
teaching, research, and scholarly learn. 
ing (with all the concomitant implica- 
tions of honest independent judgment 
and the quest for objective truth) to 
the agencies of public indoctrination and 
manipulation, the military, and the offi- 
caper cL of corporate manage- 
ment. 


In contrast to this disgraceful prostitu- 
tion of the traditional ideals of educa- 
tion, the “ National Vietnam Examina- 
tion” exists as an effectual means of 
“ putting the facts in the hands of every 
citizen to enable him to participate in 
decision-making.” With the war in Viet- 
nam now beginning to touch upon the 
day-to-day life of even the most apathetic 
member of the student campus, the 
Administration could be facing the most 
serious challenge to its policies so far. 
SDS states that “‘ wherever the Selective 
Service system sets up its examination 
centres, we'll be there with our own 
exams.” An answer page is provided with 
the examination sheet: “ you will have 
to ‘grade’ our test yourself - and decide 
whether you know enough about the 
Vietnamese to take some day the per- 
sonal responsibility for their death.” 


One might well put the same question to 
Lyndon Johnson. 


You deal with the Communists; 
I'll cope with the democrats. 


General Ky’s victory 


“Da Nang, May 23: South Vietnamese 
government troops crushed the centre 
of the resistance to them in Da Nang 
today, when 102 rebel soldiers, with their 
hands in the air, marched out of the 
Tien Hoi Pagoda.” (Guardian, May 24) 


“ A round-the-clock curfew imposed on 
Da Nang ended at dawn today after 
a week of bitter street fighting in which 
76 people died and over 400 were in- 
jured.” (Evening Standard, May 24.) 


“ Government troops used tanks for the 
first time Friday night in Danang and 
set jet planes to strafe a rebel relief 
column marching on the city from the 
south.” (New York Times, May 21). 


“Government marines and paratroops 
drove their tanks to the gates of this 
pagoda, where only 125 rebel troops re- 
mained. One tank opened fire with its 
90 mm cannon and smashed the last 
pockets of resistance outside the walls. 
It did not fire at the pagoda itself. 


“Inside, 36 bodies lay sprinkled with 
salt, and in another room, Buddhist 
youths and girls tended 30 wounded 
rebels . . . Government forces put on 
a tougher show of strength in Saigon, 
too, where 3,000 Buddhist youths were 
routed by marines and paratroops. The 
troops, with bayonets fixed, moved to- 
wards the youths, who were driven into 
the compound of a pagoda.” (Guardian, 
May 23). 


“ Lieutenant-General Nguyen Van Thieu, 
Chief of State, declared that general 
elections would be held by September 
11 . within the time limit set last month. 
But he said national stability must be 
maintained in the meantime . . . But as 
the military ruling junta argued its case, 
slogan-shouting university students 
marched through the town in a noisy 
anti-government demonstration.” (Even- 
ing Standard, May 24.) 


“Victory " for General Ky. 


JOHN 
BALL'S 
COLUMN 


Camden Borough Council has just 
adopted a proposal which could be the 
beginning of a quiet revolution. It has 
decided to insist that firms which supply 
it with goods and services shall not prac- 
tise any kind of racial discrimination. 
Firms will be required to provide an 
assurance in writing before a contract 
is agreed, and a “‘ Human Rights Group” 
of Camden’s Committee for Community 
Relations will report complaints to the 
council. 


This move is the first public guarantee 
in Britain against discrimination in em- 
ployment - one of the most glaring areas 
of discrimination omitted from the gov- 
ernment’s Race Relations Act. Now Roy 
Jenkins has hinted - following increasing 
pressure . that the government will adopt 
a similar scheme for government con- 
tracts. 


This is all welcome news. I’m not quite 
so sure about Mr Jenkins’ other hint - 
that there may be tighter legislation to 
cover racialist publications - and I gather 
that the great mystery now is: what 
happened to the Immigration White 
Paper? Rumours are going about that 
it is being quietly dropped, and Mr 
Jenkins’ silence about it, coming to 
gether with his description of the exist- 
ing restrictions as a regrettable necessity, 
could be interpreted as evidence for 
this. Well, we shall see. 


* * * 


Ominous footnote to the news about 
nuclear tests: according to last week’s 
Freedom, underground tests in the USA 
have been responsible for earth tremors 
in Denver, Colorado, and along the San 
Fernando fault. The report says that the 
US authorities have admitted these 
effects, but nevertheless intend to con- 
tinue underground tests, which are not 
covered by the test-ban treaty. 


The US has carried out at least 30 under- 
ground tests this year, and the USSR has 
also been testing. Freedom points to the 
security blackout on the recent earth- 
quake at Tashkent, and speculates that 
nuclear tests at Karaganda, 500 miles 
away, must have induced it. 


Meanwhile, insurance companies have 
begun to suspect that a new major earth- 
quake is due in the San Francisco area; 
they have started to examine how much 
they stand to lose, and what they can do 
about it. 


s * * 


Elvis Presley, sorry, Billy Graham is 
here! Or is it Adolf Hitler? Whatever 
the name or the message, the technique 
seems to be much the same. The people 
are starved of meaning - let’s give (sell) 
them some. Suggestion: demonstration 
outside Earls Court on the “ fateful” 
Billy. Graham evening. Placards with 
slogan like ‘What would Christ say 
about Vietnam?” ‘“ What does Billy 
Graham think about Vietnam?” ‘“ What 
would Christ say about Billy Graham?” 
etc. Admission is free, so demonstrators 
could actually enter Earls Court and get 
busy there. It might make a little im- 
pression if the American voice of God 
was heckled continually with calls for 
practical Christianity and so on. The 
moment when the converts rush forward 
might be a suitable cue for one of those 
happenings we keep talking about. It 
might be interesting to see how much 
Christian charity the Graham organisa. 
tion would produce to deal with such 
tactics, especially if the happening was 
impressive, not classifiable as a breach of 
the peace, and holier than thou, Billy 
Graham. 
s s * 


I’m obliged to Dennis Gould for remind- 
ing me to mention the_ publishing 
achievement of Colin Ward, editor of 
Anarchy, for the current issue, which 
is devoted to Etienne de la Boetie's 
Discourse of Voluntary Servitude - the 
first translation for over 200 years. 


Nicolas Walter contributes an_ intro- 
duction, which points out that “La 
Boetie said how political obedience 


works. What he did not say - and what 
we have not yet learnt - is how political 
disobedience works.” Anarchy costs 2s, 
from Housmans Bookshop or the Free- 
dom Press, 17a Maxwell Road, SW6. 


eTePROK rH 


anT On? 


Face the Nation 
Thru Hickman’s rolling earth hills 
icy winter 
grey sky 
South to Wichita 
you’re in the Pepsi Generation 
Aiken Republican on the radio 
60,000 Northvietnamese troops now infiltrated but over 250,000 
South Vietnamese armed men 
our Enemy— 
Not Hanoi our enemy 
Not China our enemy 
The Viet Cong! 


bare trees lining the road 


Signum enroute 


McNamara made a “ bad guess ” 
“‘ Bad Guess ” chorused the Reporters? 
Yes, no more than a Bad Guess, in 1962 
“8,000 American Troops handle the 


Situation ” 
Bad Guess 
in 1956, 80% of the 
Vietnamese people would’ve voted for Ho Chi Minh 
wroteIke yearslater ‘‘ Mandate for Change ” 


A bad guess in the Pentagon 
And the Hawks were guessing all along 
Bomb China’s 200,000,000 
cried Stennis from Mississippi 
I guess it was 3 weeks ago 
Holmes Alexander in Albuquerque Journal 
Provincial newsman 
said I guess we better begin to do that Now. 
his typewriter clacking in his aged office 
ona side street under Sandia Mountain 
Half the world away from China 
Johnson got some bad advice Republican Aiken sang 
to the Newsmen over the radio 
The General guessed they’d stop infiltrating the South 
if they bombed the North - 
So I guess they bombed! 
Pale Indochinese boys came thronging thru the jungle 
in increased numbers 
to the scene of TERROR! 
While the triangle-roofed Farmer’s Grain Elevator 
sat quietly by the side of the road 
along the railroad track - 
American Eagle beating its wings over Asia 
million dollar helicopters 
a billion dollars worth of Marines 
who loved Aunt Betty 
Drawn from the shores and farms shaking 
from the high schools to the landing barge 
blowing the air thru their cheeks with fear 
in Life on Television 
Put it this way on the radio 
Put it this way in television language 
Use the words 
language, language; 


A bad guess ” 
Put it this way in headlines 
Omaha World Herald - Rusk Says Toughness 
Essential For Peace 
Put it this way 


Lincoln Nebraska morning Star - 
Vietnam War Brings Prosperity 


We are grateful to the following people, who have paid for the enlargement 


of this week’s Peace News to 12 pages, and so made possible the publication 
of this poem: Richard Boston, Stuart Montgomery, Anselm Hollo, Alan Rushton, 
R. D. Laing, Tony McCarthy, Malcolm Caldwell, John Tripp, Dave Kennard, 
Maggie McArdle, Adrian Mitchell, Donald Rooum, Dennis Gould, Stuart Mitchel, 
Andrew Burchardt, Natasha Burchardt, Diana Rose, Richard Gott, Oliver Mahler, 
Eileen Brock, Michael Kustow, John Whitfield, Jori, Peter Kettle, Peter Robins. 
Graham Keen contributed the photo of Allen Ginsberg. 


WICHITA 
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Allen Ginsberg 


VORTEX 
SUTRA 


Put it this way 
Declared McNamara, _ speaking language 
Asserted Maxwell Taylor 
General, Consultant to the White House 
Vietcong losses levelling up three five zero zero 
per month 
Front page testimony February ’66 
Here in Nebraska same as Kansas same known in Saigon 
in Peking, in Moscow, same known 
by the youths of Liverpool three five zero zero 
the latest quotation in the human meat market - 
Father I cannot tell a lie! 


A black horse bends its head to the stubble 
beside the silver stream winding thru the woods 
by an antique red barn on the outskirts of Beatrice - 
Quietness, quietness 
over this countryside 
except for unmistakable signals on radio 
followed by the honkytonk tinkle 
of a city piano 
to calm the nerves of taxpaying housewives of a Sunday morn. 
Has anyone looked in the eyes of the dead? 
US Army recruiting service sign Careers With A Future 
Is anyone living to look for future forgiveness? 
Water hoses frozen on the street, 
Crowd gathered to see a strange happening in the garage - 
How red the flames on Sunday morning 
in a quiet town! 
Has anyone looked in the eyes of the wounded? 
Have we seen but paper faces, Life Magazine? 
Are screaming faces made of dots, 
electric dots on Television - 
fuzzy decibels registering 
the mammal voiced howl 
from the outskirts of Saigon to the console model picture tube 
in Beatrice, in Hutchinson, in El] Dorado 
in historic Abilene 
O inconsolable! 


Stop, and eat more flesh. 
“ We will negotiate anywhere anytime ” 
said the giant President 
Kansas City Times 2/14/66: ‘“‘ Word reached US authorities that 
Thailand’s leaders feared that in Honolulu Johnson might have tried 
to persuade South Vietnam’s rulers to ease their stand against negotiat- 
ing with the Viet Cong. 
American officials said these fears were groundless and Humphrey 
was telling the Thais so.” 
A.P. dispatch 
The last weeks paper is Amnesia. 
Three five zero zero is numerals 
Headline language poetry, nine decades after Democratic Vistas 
and the Prophecy of the Good Grey Poet 
Our nation “ of the fabled damned ”’ 
orelse... 
Language, language 
Ezra Pound the Chinese Written Character for truth 
defined as man standing by his word 
A word picture: a forked seat 


an 
standing by a box with birds flying out 
representing speech of the mouth 
Ham Steak please waitress, in the warm cafe. 
Different from a bad guess. 
The war is language, 
language abused 
for Advertisement, 
language used 
like magic for power on the planet 
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black cows browse in the caked fields 
W | | | | A ponds in the hollows lie frozen 
in quietness 


Is this the land that started war on China? 
This be the soil that thought Cold War for decades? 


Are these nervous naked trees & farmhouses 
the vortex 
of oriental anxiety molecules 


that’ve imagined American Foreign Policy 


continued and magick’d up paranoia in Peking 
; and curtains of living blood 
Black Magic language, surrounding far Saigon? 
formulas for reality - Are these the towns where the language emerged 
Communism is a 9 letter word from the mouths here 
: used by inferior magicians : ; that makes a Hell of riots in Dominica 
with the wrong alchemical formula for transforming earth into gold sustains the aging tyranny of Chiang in silent Taipeh city 
- funky warlocks operating on guesswork, Paid for the lost French war in Algeria 
handmedown mandrake terminology overthrew the Guatemalan polis in ’54 
that never worked in 1956 maintaining United Fruit’s banana greed 
for grey-domed Dulles, _ another thirteen years 
brooding over at State, for the secret prestige of Dulles’ family lawfirm? 
that never worked for Ike who knelt to take : ; 
the magic wafer in his mouth Here’s Marysville - _ 
from Dulles’ hand a black railroad engine in the children’s park, 
inside the church in Washington: __ at rest - 
Communion of bum magicians Next the Track Crossing 
congress of failures from Kansas & Missouri with Cotton Belt flatcars 


carrying autos west from Dallas 


working with the wro uations 
: Sot lcoaeehy Delaware & Hudson gondolas filled with power stuff - 


Sorcerer's Apprentices who lost control 


of the simplest broomstick in the world: a line of boxcars far east as the eye can see : 
Language E carrying battle goods to cross the Rockies 
O longhaired magician come home and take care of your kid into the hands of rich longshoreman loading 
before the deluge of radiation floods your livingroom ships on the Pacific 
your magic errandboy’s Oakland Army Terminal’s lights 
just made a bad guess again blue illumined all night now - 
that’s lasted a whole decade. Crash of couplings and the great American train 
moves on carrying its cushioned load of metal doom 
NB a BS Uy APINSLIFE Union Pacific, Norfolk & Western, linked Be cha ae your 
ime Mutual presents 
World's Largest Camp Comedy: followed by passive Wabash rolling behind 
Magic In Vietnam - all Erie carrying cargo in the rear, 
reality turned inside out Central Georgia’s rust colored truck proclaiming 
changing its sex in the Mass Media The Right Way, concluding 
for 30 days, a nay Hage the awesome poem vat ycthe alt 
in the en ‘ } nsas, 
Flashing pictures of Senate Foreign Relations Committee room land which gave right of way 
Generals faces flashing on and off screen to the massing of metal meant for explosion 
mouthing language in Indochina - 
State Secretary speaking nothing but language Passing thru Waterville 
aaa Cae to Rtas public language Electronic machinery in the bus humming with prophecy - 
ThePresident talking language paper signs blowing in cold wind, 
Senators reinterpreting language mid-Sunday afternoon's silence 
General Taylor Limited Objectives netoun 
Owls from Pennsylvania under a frost-grey sky 
Clarkig face pan rae that covers the horizon - 
DovelgesDocahr Ml "s hai That the rest of earth is unseen, 
Hi LY tp ie SUS LE aa ed the outer universe invisible, 
Stennis orating in Mississippi Unknown except thru 
half billion chinamen crowding into the polling booth, language 
Clean shaven Gen. Gavin’s image airprint 
imagining Enclaves magic images 
Tactical Bombing the magic formula for or prophecy of the secret 
f _ asilver haired Symington: Hearitneeime 
RETO aro ety in Waterville as Saigon one human form: 
0 Eek When a woman’s heart bursts in Waterville 
EEL Te pee eae a woman screams equal in Hanoi - 
alons vis — ; 
wings outspread in the giant updraft of hot air On iets chee neo reety pest Bard! 
loosing their dry screech in the skies ; where anxiety rings 
Napalm and black cloud mee , over the Capitol the University with millionaire pressure, 
ap Fle a re os ed orca in newsprint lonely crank telephone voices sighing in dread, 
Soil Eos Sete rad t gir 5 raleenior and students waken trembling in their beds 
Bag hed ht me shpat ty by dreams of a new truth warm as meat, 
three five zero zero on the other side of the planet little girls suspecting their elders of murder 
caught in barbed wire, fire ball committed by remote control machinery, 
bullet shock, bay onet electricity boys with sexual bellies aroused 
bomb blast terrific in skull & belly, shrapnelled chilled in the heart by the mailman 
While this A : ti throbbing meat with a letter from an aging white haired General 
SUC I ae Director of selection for service in deathwar 
conflicting language, language all this black language 
proliferating in the airwaves writ by machine! 
filling the farmhouse bg filling , : O hopeless Fathers and Teachers 
the City Manager’s head in his oaken office imiue do you know 
the professor’s head in his bed at midnight the same woetaa? 


the pupil’s head at the movies 
blond haired, his heart throbbing with desire I’m an old man now, and a lonesome man in Kansas 


for the girlish image bodied on the screen: but not afraid 
or smoking cigarettes to speak my lonesomeness in a car, 
and watching Captain Kangaroo because not only my lonesomeness 
that fabled damned of nations it’s Ours, all over America, 
prophecy come true - O tender fellows - 
Though the highway’s straight, & spoken lonesomeness is Prophecy 
dipping downward through low hills, in the moon 100 years ago or in 


rising narrow on the far horizon the middle of Kansas now. 


It’s not the vast plains mute our mouths 
that fill at midnite with ecstatic language 
when our trembling bodies hold each other 
breast to breast on a mattress - 
Not the empty sky that hides 
the feeling from our faces 
Nor our skirts and trousers that conceal 
the bodylove emanating in a glow of beloved skin, 
white smooth abdomen down to the hair 
between our legs, 
It’s not a God that bore us that forbid 
our Being, like a sunny rose 
all red with naked joy 
between our eyes & bellies, yes! 
All we do is for this frightened thing 
we call Love, want and lack - 
fear that we aren’t the one whose body could be 
beloved of all the brides of Kansas City, 
kissed all over by every boy of Wichita - 
O but how many in their solitude weep aloud like me - 
On the bridge over Republican River 
almost in tears to know 
how to speak the right language - 
on the frosty broad road 
uphill between highway embankments 
I search for the language 
that is also yours - 
almost all our language has been taxed by war. 
Radio antennae high tension 
wires ranging from Junction City across the plains - 
highway cloverleaf sunk in a vast meadow 
lanes curving past Abilene 
to Denver filled with old 
heroes of love - 
to Wichita where McClure’s mind 
burst into animal beauty 
m drunk, getting laid in a car 
ir in a neon misted street 
15 years ago - 
to Independence where the old man’s still alive 
who loosed the bomb that’s slaved all human consciousness 
and made the body universe a place of fear - 
Now, speeding along the empty plain, 
no giant demon machine visible on the horizon 
but tiny human trees and wooden houses at sky edge 
I claim my birthright! 
reborn forever as long as Man 
in Kansas or other universe - Joy 
reborn after the vast sadness of War Gods! 
A lone man talking to myself, no house in the brown 
vastness to hear, 
imagining the throng of Selves 
that make this nation one body of Prophecy 
languaged by Constitution as Happiness! 
I call all Powers of imagination 
to my side in this auto to make Prophecy, 
all Lords 
of human kingdoms to come 
Shambu Bharti Baba naked covered with ash 
Khaki Baba fat bellied mad with the dogs 
Dehorahava Baba who moans Oh how wounded, 
how wounded 
Citaram Onkar Das Thakur who commands 
Give up your desire 
Satyananda who raises two thumbs in tranquility 
Kali Pada Guha Roy whose yoga drops before the void 
Shivananda who touches the breast and says Om 
Srimata Krishnaji of Brindaban who says take for your guru 
William Blake the invisible father of English visions 
Sri Ramakrishna master of ecstasy with eyes 
half closed who only cries for his mother 
Chaitanya with arms upraised singing & dancing his own praise 
Sacred Heart my Christ acceptable, 
Preserver Harikrishna returning in the age of pain 
Durga-Ma covered with blood 
destroyer of battlefield illusions 
million faced Tathagata gone past suffering 
ah the Compassionate 
Jaweh Righteous One 
all Knowledge-Princes of Earth-man, all 
ancient Seraphim of heavenly desire, Devas, yogis 
& holymen I shall chant to 
come to my lone presence 
into this Vortex named Kansas - 
1 lift my voice aloud, 
make Mantra of American language now, 
pronounce the words beginning my own Millennium - 
I here declare the end of the war! - 
Ancient days’ illusion! 
Let the States tremble, 
let the nation weep, 
let Congress legislate its own delight 
let the President execute his own desire - 
this Act done by my own voice, 
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nameless Mystery - 
published to my own senses, 
blissfully received by my own form 
approved with pleasure by my sensations 
manifestation of my very thought 
accomplished in my own imagination 
all realms within my consciousness fulfilled 
60 miles from Wichita 
near El Dorado, 
The Golden One, 
in the chill earthly mist 
houseless brown farmland plains rolling heavenward 
: in every direction 
one midwinter afternoon on Sunday called the day of the Lord - 
Pure Spring Water gathered in one tower 
where Florence is 
set on a hill, 
Stop for tea & gas 


Cars passing their messages along the country crossroads 
to populaces cement-networked on flatness, 
giant white mist on earth 
and a Wichita Eagle-Beacon headlines 
“Kennedy Urges Cong Get Chair in Negotiations " 
The War is gone, 
Language emerging on the motel news stand, 
the right magic 
Formula, the language that was known 
in the back of the mind before, now in the black print 
of daily consciousness 
Eagle News Services Saigon - 
Headline Surrounded Vietcong Charge Into Fire Fight 
the suffering not yet ended 
for others 
The last spasms of the dragon of pain 
shoot thru the muscles 
a crackling around the eyeballs 
of a sensitive yellow boy by a muddy wall 
Continued from page one area 
after the Marines killed 256 Vietcong captured 31 
ten day operation Harvest Moon last December 
Language language 
US Military Spokesmen 
Language language 
Cong death toll 
had soared to 100 in First Air Cavalry 
Division’s Sector of 
Language language 
Operation White Wing near Bong Son 
Some of the 
Language language 
Communist 
Language language soldiers 
charged so desperately they were struck with six or seven bullets 
before they fell 
Language language M 60 Machine Guns 
Language language in La Drang Valley 
the terrain is rougher and infested with leeches and scorpions 
The war was over several hours ago! 
Oh at last again the radio opens 
blue Invitations! 
Angelic Dylan singing across the nation 
‘“* When all your children start to resent you 
Won’t you come see me, Queen Jane?”’ 
His youthful voice making glad 
the brown endless meadows 
His tenderness penetrating aether, 
soft prayer on the airwaves, 
Language language, and sweet music too 
even unto thee, 
hairy flatness! 
even unto thee 
despairing Burns! 
Future speeding on swift wheels 
straight to the heart of Wichita! 
Now radio voices cry population hunger world 
& unhappy people 
waiting for Man to be born 
O man in America! 
you certainly smell good 
the radio says 
passing mysterious families of winking towers 
grouped round a quonset hut on a hillock - 
feed storage or military fear factory here? 
Ooh! sensitive city lights of Hamburger & Skelley’s Gas 
feed man and machine: 
Kansas Electric Substation aluminum robot 
signals thru thin antennae towers 
above the empty football field 
at Sunday dusk 
to a solitary derrick that pumps oil from the unconscious 
working night & day 
& factory gas flares edge a huge golf course 
where tired businessmen can come and play - 
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GORDON PETERS’ DEFENCE REVIEW a fortnightly survey 


Chinese bomb, Rumanian bombshell 


In the words of Senator McGovern, 
Democrat from South Dakota, the time 
for America and the other nuclear 
powers “is fast running out.” Soon 10 
or 20 nations may seek to build nuclear 
forces, unless some agreement is 
reached, he said. 


So the third Chinese nuclear test, of May 
9, looks as if it may be having the effect 
which everybody thought it would, but 
said it shouldn’t. It is making the great 
powers consider China as a real danger; 
therefore as something of an equal, if 
only in terror. How long, indeed, will 
other small countries take to decide that 
nuclear weapons are the short cut to 
status? How long before it is fully 
realised that it was British insistence on 
the “top table” value of nuclear 
weapons that started this flight to the 
precipice, and nuclear weapons no longer 
count as the wand to influence? How 
long before every small country’s 
“ atoms-for-peace”’ plutonium (however 
well inspected) is appropriated for mili- 
tary purposes? 


The time-scale required for developing 
a fully-fledged nuclear capacity is plainly 
reduced for any country with access to 
the necessary materials. The Chinese 
programme in fact dates back to 1950 
when China and the Soviet Union formed 
the Nonferrous Metals and Rare Metals 
Corporation to exploit the ore from the 
Sinkiang region, and the first Central 
Chinese atomic research establishment 
was created - the Institute of Atomic 
Energy of the Chinese Academy of 


Sciences in Peking. A number of leading 
Chinese scientists employed in the West 
(12 of the 14 prominently associated 
with the recent test, according to the 
May 15 Sunday Telegraph) had returned 
home by the early 1950s. 


Russian support was vital in the early 
stages; in February 1955 a chemical 
separation plant, crucial to the produc- 
tion of weapons-grade uranium 235 and 
plutonium, was set up with Soviet aid 
in Sinkiang. On April 29, 1955 a “ Sino- 
Soviet Atomic Co-operation Treaty” 
was signed, under which China was sup- 
plied with a 10-MWt experimental heavy- 
water reactor for the Peking centre. On 
March 6, 1958, the construction of the 
reactor was complete, and at the end 
of September, it became fully opera- 
tional. 

Lewis A. Frank, in the Bulletin of the 
Atomic Scientists, (January 1966), reck- 
ons that the Chinese had decided to 
go it alone even before the Russians 
decided to curtail technical aid. Despite 
the withdrawal of Russian  techni- 
cians in 1961, China surprised the west 
with its development of a gaseous diffu- 
sion plant at Lanchow, and by the fact 
that its first nuclear explosions, on 
October 16, 1964 and May 14, 1965, used 
Uranium 235 and not the simpler pluto- 
nium. American experts still argue about 
whether the Chinese explosions are yet 
“truly indigenous,” but the discussion 
is largely semantic. The fact is that 
China has used an “atoms for peace” 
programme to get well on the way to 
producing H-bombs. 


WICHITA VORTEX 
SUTRA continues 


Cloverleaf, Merging Traffic at East Wichita turnoff 
McConnell Airforce Base 
nourishing the city - 


Lights rising in the suburbs 


Supermarket Texaco brilliance starred 
over streetlamp vertebrae on Kellogg, 
green jewelled traffic lights 
confronting the windshield, 


Centertown ganglion entered! 


Crowds of autos moving with their lightshine, 
signbulbs winking in the driver's eyeball - 


The human nest collected, noon lit, 


and sunburst signed 
for business as usual, except on the Lord’s Day - 
Redeemer Lutheran’s three crosses lit on the lawn 
reminder of our sins 
and Titsworth offers insurance on Hydraulic 
by De Voors Guard’s Mortuary for outmoded bodies 
of the human vehicle 
which no Titsworth of insurance will customise 


for resale - 


So home, traveller, past the newspaper language factory 
under the Union Station railroad bridge on Douglas 
to the center of the Vortex, calmly home: 


to Hotel Eaton - 


Carrie Nation began the war on Vietnam here 
with an angry smashing axe 
attacking Wine 
Here fifty years ago, by her violence 
began a vortex of hatred that defoliated the Mekong Delta - 


Proud Wichita! vain Wichita 
cast the first stone! - 


That murdered my mother 
who died of the communist anticommunist psychosis 


in the madhouse one decade long ago 


complaining about wires of masscommunication in her head and 
phantom political voices in the air 
besmirching her girlish character. 
Many another has suffered death or madness 
in the Vortex from Hydraulic 
to the end of the 17th - enough! 


The war is over now - 
Except for the souls 


held prisoner in Niggertown 
still pining for love of your tender white bodies O children of 


Wichita! 


Indeed, American commentary on the 
latest explosion, despite the general 
belief that a Chinese H-bomb was still 
some three years away, seemed highly 
relieved that it did not in fact turn out 
to be a full scale hydrogen explosion 
after all. By May 11 heavy radioactive 
fallout began to appear in central and 
northern Japan. On the roof of Nigata 
University, on the coast facing China, 
29 “giant dust particles” were collected 
showing six times the radioactivity re- 
corded there after the previous explo- 
sions. 


This led to various suggestions. Firstly, 
that there had been an attempt to fire a 
thermonuclear device, but that the 
atomic “trigger"’ alone had exploded, 
scattering but not setting off the hydro- 
gen elements of the bomb. Then it was 
alleged to have been a “ fission-fusion- 
fission’ type of hydrogen explosion; but 
on Friday the US Atomic Energy Com- 
mission concluded that the bomb was 
simply rather larger than had at first 
been thought (130 kilotons, where the 
others had been 20) and contained, as 
the Chinese had said, thermonuclear 
material - lithium 6. By May 17 radio- 
active dust from the Chinese explosion 
had reach Europe; the air over Rome 
had three times its normal radioactive 
content. 


Recently, it has been announced that 
the levels of strontium-90 in human bone 
are getting lower. The Medical Research 
Council Monitoring Report No 12, for 
the first part of 1965, shows that after 
a peak in the second half of 1964 in 
Scotland, there have been rapid reduc- 
tions in children of some age groups. 
(It was suggested by Dr V. A. Kniz- 
hikov of the Moscow Biophysics Minis- 
try that fluoridation of water might help 
in this process.) 


However, the Chinese tests, with French 
tests also impending, are threatening to 
reverse this salutary process. In the 
British parliament there was much 
righteous and. sickening indignation. 
We've given up testing, but we continued 
long after the harmful effects were well. 
known to the scientific community (if 
not to the general public) and we still 
continue underground tests, which oc- 
casionally spring a leak. 


China has, after all, the strongest ap- 
prehension that America is raring to 
attack her, and a decreasing belief in 
any Soviet guarantee. She is hoping 
to build a “credible” nuclear force 
before that pledge runs out altogether, 
but is, of course, in a cleft stick. The 
nearer she gets to an effective nuclear 
force, the more likely America is to 
launch a pre-emptive strike. The more 
she may be able to threaten Russia, the 
less likely Russia is to offer guarantees. 
China has said that she will never use 
nuclear weapons first (which, for in- 
stance, is by no means British policy), 
nor will she use nuclear weapons to 
blackmail others. Yet it is hard to hope 
that her non-nuclear neighbours will 
believe this. As we know, international 
guarantees are scarcely credible against 
an enemy armed with ICBMs, so it seems 
that, unless China can be persuaded to 
limit the size of her forces, India is 
ea certain to “go nuclear” in the 
S. 


Every attempt should therefore be made 
to include China in disarmament discus. 
sions. Senator Robert Kennedy led the 
field in suggesting that China should be 
invited to a conference of nuclear 
powers, and criticised the State Depart- 
ment for a year ago rejecting (for lack 
of “ safeguards”) a Chinese offer to dis- 
cuss nuclear controls. He said that any 
agreement to confer with the Chinese 
should be conditional on her agreement 
to stop all nuclear testing in the at- 
mosphere, that any discussions with 
China should be at a high level, and 
that the offer should be made openly. 


But Kennedy’s suggestion is clearly too 
trammelled - perhaps so that America 
can score a “propaganda victory” by 
China’s rejection of it. In this case, 
America is the beggar, the proliferating 
powers are the choosers. They will say 
that the present nuclear powers must 
give up their monopoly, oppression and 


attempt at world domination. Until the 
nuclear powers understand that this is 
the message of proliferation, there is 
no hope that it can be stopped. 


o s * 


Mr Ceausescu, the Rumanian Com- 
munist Party leader, reiterated a week 
ago that military blocs were an an- 
achronism, ‘incompatible with national 
independence and sovereignty.” Equally, 
the existence of military bases and troops 
on the territories of others were an 
obstacle to international co-operation. 
Furthermore, in Rumanian opinion: 
“We want to avoid a situation such as 
arose in Cuba when the Russians could 
fire missiles from our territory without 
our having any say in the matter.” 


We have, of course, heard the arguments 
before, notably from General de Gaulle. 
It appears that Rumania, having five 
years ago frustrated Russian attempts 
to more closely integrate the economic 
alliance, Comecon, is trying it again on 
the Warsaw Pact. There is indeed an 
economic basis to the present dispute: 
Rumania’s unilateral reduction of the 
period of national service was partly 
economically motivated, while she ob- 
jects to paying for the presence of 
Soviet forces in East Germany. She has 
cut her own military budget. 


It appears unlikely that Rumania is 
actually preparing to leave the Warsaw 
Pact, but a looser alliance, with a greater 
say in the command procedures, seems 
to be the aim. 


Nevertheless, the prospect has alarmed 
NATO - now engaged simply in self- 
perpetuation. With no massed Red 
hordes, what need for ground forces in 
Europe? Why not disengagement? One 
answer - and it appears to be Lord 
Chalfont’s - is that the alliances are 
necessary to establish a dialogue towards 
this end, and their fragmentation might 
cause certain inembers to harden their 
positions. But, with the advent of 
ICBMs, neither Russia nor America has 
anything particular to fear from such 
redispositions; the danger lies with - 
say - Germany and Poland becoming 
alarmed and deciding to “go nuclear.” 
The break-up of the European alliances 
should be encouraged, but with eyes open 
for such pitfalls. 
* * * 


In my column of March 4, I mentioned 
that the Indian Ocean Island bases would 
be no paradise for the boys flying and 
servicing the F-111. Now the former 
fifth Sea Lord, Vice Admiral Sir Peter 
Gretton, has condemned them in the 
Royai United Service Institute journal. 
Aldabra is “four coral strips surround- 
ing a lagoon . . . intersected by man- 
grove swamps.” Diego Garcia is “ only 
six feet above sea level. The sailing 
directions say that land is subject to al- 
teration, being at times washed away at 
one part and raised at another.” 


The cost of turning these glades into 
airstrips feature nowhere in the defence 
estimates. 

“Let's put ‘her down on the island, 
Number Two.” 

“ What island, Number One?” 


“A civilisation that genuinely re- 
flects all that human beings long for 
and aspire to cannot be prefabri- 
cated either by Fabians, commis- 
sars or capitalists; it can only be 
created on the basis of each per- 
son’s freely acknowledged power 
to decide on each of the many ques- 
tions that affect his life.” 


From the Statement of Intent of the 


RESURGENCE 


First number just out. 2s 6d (3s 
post free) from 22 Nevern Road, 
London SW5. 


ad, 
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West Germans not so keen on unity 


Andrew Trasler writes: The German 
monthly magazine Konkret has published 
the revealing results of various West 
German public opinion polls about West 
Germans’ attitudes to their fellow-coun- 
trymen in the East. The polls have been 
carried on for several years by indepen- 
dent organisations, sometimes with sub- 
sidies from the Bonn Ministry of All- 
German affairs, but until now the results 
have been little known. This is hardly 
surprising, as they upset some of the 
federal government’s pet theories about 
the overwhelming desire for reunifica- 
tion. 

Only recently, crossing the Swiss/Ger- 
man border at Basle, almost the first 


thing I saw was a large Ministry of 
Transport sign giving distances not only 
to Cologne, Hamburg and Berlin_ but 
also to towns now in Poland and the USSR 
(with, of course, their pre-1945 German 
names). One often sees posters issued by 
some of the right-wing parties showing 


the old Reich split into three (Federal - 


Republic, GDR and the present Polish 
and Soviet areas east of the Oder- 
Neisse) - the latter two surrounded by 
the obligatory chains and barbed wire, 
with the slogan, ‘Thrice divided - 
Never!” Now the polls have qualified 
that ‘‘ Never!” Asked what they under- 
stood by reunification, 42% of West Ger- 
mans wanted a union of the Federal and 


WORLD NEWS 
IN BRIEF 


USA 

Malaria is being brought into the United 
States by soldiers infected in Vietnam 
and must be recognised as a potential 
health hazard, a Defence Department 
official warned last Friday. - New York 
Times. 


Congress was urged last week to write 
a law restricting the right of Americans 
to travel to foreign countries, particu- 
larly to “hostile” nations. - New York 
Times. 


The Texas Court of Criminal Appeals 
has denied a move to give Jack Ruby, 
who was convicted of murdering Lee 
Harvey Oswald, a new trial on the 
grounds that the trial judge, District 
Judge Joe B. Brown, had a personal in- 
terest in the case because he was writing 
a book about it. The defence also con- 
tends that Judge Brown committed 1,200 
legal errors in trying Ruby. - New York 
Times. 


Hearings have begun in Congress on 
President Johnson’s national Fair Hous- 
ing Act. By forbidding a refusal to sell 
or rent any house in the United States 
on grounds of colour, race, or creed, it 
is intended to replace the overwhelm- 
ingly segregated white and Negro hous. 
ing pattern by some form of “ residen- 
tial democracy.” - The Times. 


Harry Gold, the research biochemist who 
was sentenced to 30 years’ jail in 1950 
after pleading guilty to acting as a 
courier for passing nuclear secrets to 
the Soviet Union, was released on 
parole on May 18, after serving 16 years 
in the federal penitentiary at Lewisburg, 
Pennsylvania. In the prison, Gold has 
worked on several public health service 
projects, including one on glucose toler- 
ance in man. He is hoping now to find 
work in a hospital or research centre. 
- The Guardian. 


Winifred Greenfield 


For many years there have been a quite 
significant number of Peace News read- 
ers and workers whose response to “ How 
did you come to know about the paper?” 
was that they had been buying from 
the “ old lady in Charing Cross Road.” 
Until just before Easter Winifred Green- 
field, who died last weekend, had sold 
Peace News outside Foyles for nearly 
fifteen years, for three or four days of 
every week, come rain, blizzards or heat 
waves. Thousands of people knew her 
and respected her, for she presented her 
simple, unassailable Christian pacifist be. 
liefs with an eagerness that disarmed 
hostility. 

She held strong views on many subjects, 
but her loyalty to pacifism and to Peace 
News impelled her to sell the paper even 
though she criticised us for some features 
she disliked. She once provided a very 
generous fund so that members of Peace 
News staff could have adequate holidays. 
A pioneer member of the Peace Pledge 
Union in the Bournemouth area, her ac- 
tivities there in the early 40s, and es- 
pecially her courageous selling of Peace 
News in a conspicuously pro-war locality, 
led to her internment in Holloway Prison 
under the wartime 18b regulations. She 
did her best to convert Lady Mosley to 
pacifism, and was fairly soon released 
after the protests of her pacifist friends 
that she was no enemy agent. 

Mrs Greenfield was a courageous and 
very spirited worker for pacifism whose 
devoted service will not readily be re- 
placed. ‘ H:F.M. 


About a thousand United States and 
Soviet citizens will travel between their 
two countries this summer for three- 
week courses of study under mixed 
groups of American and Russian pro- 
fessors. The project has been arranged 
by the Citizen Exchange Corps, a non- 
profit, non-political foundation, which 
was started in New York in 1962, in the 
belief that international tension could be 
eased by personal contacts abroad. - 
The Times. 


GERMANY 

The first Jewish school to be built in 
Germany since the war, and the only 
Jewish school in the country, was opened 
in Frankfurt recently. - New York Times. 


A West German weapons manufacturer, 
under pressure from the United States 
Government, the German Defence Min- 
istry, and Jewish Groups, has agreed 
to make compensation payments to 
former concentration camp inmates who 
the company used as slave labour during 
the Nazi regime. - New York Times. 
SPAIN 

Incidents during Mass are reported from 
Seville and Albacte, arising out of the 
clash in Barcelona last week between 
police and more than 100 young priests 
who staged a protest demonstration 
against the alleged ill-treatment of a 
student by police. - The Times. 


Police thwarted a planned demonstration 
last Friday by 1,000 Madrid University 
students. Earlier a “rebel priest”? from 
Barcelona had told the students not to 
be afraid of police repression. - New 
York Times. 

RUSSIA 

Russia’s Communist Youth League called 
last week for a nation-wide campaign 
against drunkards, hooligans, and “ signs 
of western ideology.” - The Times. 


The Soviet Union announced on May 19 
that it had ordered an intensification 
of para-military training of civilians to 
meet “present day needs.” New York 
Times. 

HUNGARY 

Ten young Hungarians who called them- 
selves ‘The City Company” have been 
sentenced to long terms of imprisonment 
by a Budapest district court on charges 
of sedition and other crimes. The indict- 
ment accused the group of “ undisguised 
utterance of their inimical stand to 
socialism by open instigation against it, 
making anti-semitic and racialist re- 
marks, and glorifying the western way 
of life.” - The Times. 


UNITED NATIONS 

The 30-nation executive committee of the 
UN High Commissioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR) has increased its financial tar. 
get by £245,000 to £1,500,000. The addi- 
tional sum is for half a dozen new pro- 
jects for refugees in Africa and Asia. - 
The Sun. 


The United Nations High Commissioner 
for Refugees, Prince Sadruddin Aga 
Khan, has announced that by the end 
of this year virtually all the “ hard core ” 
of Europeans made homeless by World 
War Il and earlier upheavals will have 
been resettled. - New York Times. 


AUSTRALIA 

The Seamen’s Union of Australia has 
refused to man an Australian ship taking 
supplies to Australian troops in Vietnam. 
Agents of the Federal Government are 
reported to have said that the ship would 
sail “ with or without a seamen's union 
crew.” Christchurch Star. 


NEW ZEALAND 

A move to permit a Labour government 
to send soldiers to Vietnam to defend 
New Zealanders engaged in civil con- 
struction projects was rejected by 360 
votes to 64 at the New Zealand Parlia- 
mentary Labour Party’s annual confer. 
ence in Wellington. - Auckland Star. 


Democratic Republics, 24% wanted the 
now Polish area east of the Oder-Neisse 
line too, while 23% wanted all this, as 
well as East Prussia and the Sudeten- 
and. 

The pollsters asked West Germans about 
their relations and personal contacts with 
the East. They found that 36% have 
relations in the GDR, but of these only 
18% write regularly and 31% sent Christ- 
mas parcels (in spite of an officially-in- 
spired mass campaign on TV _ every 
December to send a parcel). People be- 
tween 35 and 60 had the most contacts, 
younger people the least. 

Another poll discovered that 6.5 million 
West Germans (out of a total population 
of about 52m) visited East Germany 
between 1960 and 1965 . mostly to visit 
relatives. The fewest went in 1961, the 
year the Berlin Wall was built, but 
since then the number has rapidly in- 
creased. 63% of all West Germans had 
“no desire”’’ to spend their holidays in 
the GDR, 27% “wouldn't mind” and 
the other 10% didn’t know. The pollsters, 
whose best customer is the Federal gov- 
ernment, explained this antipathy by 
fear, and went on to analyse the effects 
of propaganda. Of those who had been 
to the GDR 54% had felt quite safe, the 
other 46% “somehow uncomfortable.” 
However over half the West German 
population as a whole thought that they 
would encounter trouble or even physi- 
cal danger in the GDR. Only a quarter 
of the population thought that they 
would be safe. 

People visiting relatives found that the 
main topic of conversation brought up 
after the exchange of family news was 
politics, and particularly diehards like 
Strauss and Seebohm. The majority of 
Westerners shrugged their shoulders and 
tried to turn the conversation back to 
their cars and their holidays on the 
Mediterranean. 

Konkret comments: 

“By their snobbishness they upset the 
carefully-cultivated national pride of the 
East Germans, who have brought about 
their own small, but noticeable economic 
miracle without Marshall Aid. This snob- 
bishness confirms the Red propaganda of 


an indeed rich, but unpolitical and soul- 
less West. The East Germans conclude 
that they may be less well-off, but that 
they are better people. Thus the two 
radically-opposed societies have little in 
common left and are gradually growing 
further and further apart. While most 
Germans probably have an earnest de- 
sire to see their country reunited, and 
while the Federal government pays lip- 
service to this idea (on its own condi- 
tions, of course), propaganda from both 
sides helps to keep reunification to the 
level of a political pipe-dream.” 


Seven arrests in 
US peace march 


One hundred and eighty people took part 
in the May 10 peace and civil liberties 
march in Durham, New Hampshire, 
USA. This was more than seven times 
as many as marched in April (Peace 
News, May 6, 1966). Seven individuals, 
including Bradford Lyttle and a Univer- 
sity of New Hampshire graduate student, 
were taken to the town’s police station. 
Unlike the April march which was at- 
tacked by 2,000 students, the May 10 
march was greeted at the University 
Memorial Union student centre by a well- 
planned “ Assembly for Civil Liberties " 
in which about 300 university citizens, in- 
cluding the university’s president, took 
part. A vigil was held in memory of 
war dead. 

The legal director of national ACLU 
(American Civil Liberties Union) has 
made plans to appear in Durham on 
May 27 to defend several of the seven 
arrested - and to carry these test-cases, 
as well as the earlier placard-carrying 
cases, as far in the courts as is necessary 
to re-establish constitutional civil liber. 
ties in New Hampshire. The seven were 
released on bail on the same day as their 
arrest. In the evening Bradford Lyttle 
spoke on the day’s events - and did not 
spare the reputation of the state police 
director who was sitting, poker-faced, in 
the audience. - From Paul Salstrom. 


You just turn a tap to get all the water you want 


They hope for just enough to live. 


These children may die this summer because there is not enough water. Not 
enough to drink. To keep cattle alive. To irrigate crops. 


This is the grim fate that threatens thousands of men, women and children in 


India, this summer. 


Already, reservoirs from Mettur in the south to Bhakra in the north are running 
short. And the wells and ponds in thousands of villages are perilously low. 


Already Oxfam is in action fighting India’s growing water crisis. A grant of 
£20,000 is providing three mobile drilling rigs. Each will be able to bare 200 


wells a year. 


Next time you turn on a tap just think: you could save a life almost as easily 


by sending a gift to Oxfam. 


OXFAM Pax Relief * c/o Barclays Bank Limited ° Oxford 
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Mordecai Briemberg 


The Free University of New York’s manifesto (Peace News, October 6, 
1965) states that the American university of today presents to the 
world “a facade of scholarly activity concealing an internal emptiness 
and cynicism, a dusty-dry search for permissible truth which pleases 
none but the administrator and the ambitious.” In this article, Mordecai 
Briemberg analyses a paper on nuclear attack by an American professor 
which minimises “the lasting horrors of nuclear war” and thereby 
“ lends the prestige of the name of science to the ideology of militarists, 
helping to condition people to an acceptance of nuclear disaster.” 


Twenty years ago, at Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki, the physical scientist proved 
his usefulness to the military. Today 
the social scientist, with the ardour of 
an arriviste, seeks to demonstrate the 
usefulness of his particular techniques. 
The military has been receptive, and 
the Committee on Foreign Affairs in the 
House of Representatives has apprecia- 
tively referred to the behavioural 
sciences as ‘one of the vital tools in 
the arsenal of the free societies.” 
(Behavioural Sciences and the National 
Security, Report No 4.) 

In January 1964, Neil J. Smelser, Pro- 
fessor of Sociology at the University of 
California, then editor of the American 
Sociological Review, and author of works 
on collective behaviour and social change, 
completed a paper titled “The Social 
Dimensions of Nuclear Attack.” This 
paper was the first in a_ series of 
“Topical reports and working papers 
being prepared in a research programme 
on the social and psychological effects 
of nuclear war” by Human Sciences 
Research, Inc, under a contract to the 
Office of Civil Defence, the Department 
of Defence. 

One purpose of the papers was to assist 
“civil defence planners and administra- 
tors concerned with the development of 
countermeasure system.” Using termin. 
ology and hypotheses from the discipline 
of sociology, relying on many of his own 
theoretical contributions, Professor Smel- 
ser analysed the way American society 
could return to “normal functioning” 
after a nuclear attack. 


60 million dead 


Beginning with the assumption that 60-80 
million Americans would be killed, Smel- 
ser outlined some of the social conse- 
quences of nuclear attack throughout 
several successive phases called: warn- 
ing and attack phase, shelter phase, emer- 
gence phase, adjustment phase, recovery 
phase. 

At the end of each phase the assump- 
tion was made that all problems had 
been successfully resolved, enabling the 
author to proceed to his discussion of 
the subsequent phase. The reconstitution 
of American society as a replica of 
that which existed prior to nuclear at- 
tack is the context within which all 
social problems are discussed and all 
obstacles surmounted - in accord with 
a dominant American"theme, the “ suc- 
cess story.” 

Smelser does not restrict himself to a 
highly abstract and theoretical analysis. 
In several instances he seeks to apply 
his expertise, making numerous policy 
recommendations. Thus, to minimise 
i disorganised behaviour and panic... 
during the warning and attack phase” 
Smelser contends that it is “ essential not 
only that the members of the household 
understand the meaning of warning sig- 
nals, but also that they be carefully pro- 
grammed with alternative plans for 
movement to shelters, depending on the 
time of day of attack and the availability 
of shelter space.” (More air-raid drills.) 
In the “shelter phase,” “as large a por- 
tion as possible of the occupants of a 
shelter should be enlisted to assist in 
caring for injured, ill, and dying per- 
sons in the shelter, even if this creates a 


Reet deal of ‘make work’ for them.” 
uch measures “will help to contain 
severe emotional reactions and to control 
disruptive behavioural responses among 
the sheltered populations.” 

During the “emergence phase” there 
might be a shortage of food, fuel, ‘and 


clothing which could lead to pilfering, 
looting, and rioting: 
“Tf police authorities vacillate in put- 
ting down violence - which they might 
well do if they themselves are deprived 
or sympathise with the sufferings of 
the population - this will encourage the 
spread of disorder. One of the most 
pressing needs of surviving govern- 
ment, then, is to keep the military and 
police well stocked with necessary 
supplies - even at some cost to other 
groups in society - and to keep them 
under the firmest discipline.” 
The loyalty of the police is important for 
other functions as well. Professor Smel- 
ser anticipates the formation of “re- 
ligious sects” and “cults,” some of 
whom “may develop beliefs condemning 
‘worldly governments’ - including our 
own - for ‘bringing on’ the nuclear 
holocaust.” In the face of this challenge, 
he recommends that the US government 
maintain a “toleration of religious be- 
liefs” but a “ prohibition of open poli- 
tical defiance in the name of religious 
beliefs.” ‘“ Legitimate” authority must 
be maintained, and it must have the 
power to control those who irrationally 
refuse to submit to the proven wisdom 
of their ante-bellum l®aders; but, of 
course, power must not infringe the 
historic American rights of freedom of 
religion and speech! 
In the “adjustment phase” Smelser 
suggests awarding medals to “ heroes,” 
not only as a way of giving “ due recog- 
nition to bravery” but as a way to 
“lessen the tendency for the heroes and 
martyrs to seek their recognition by 
engaging political conflict.” 
Professor Smelser concedes that there 
is a justification for feeling “awe and 
anxiety” when contemplating modern 
war; but, he intones: 
“These justifiable emotions extort 
their price when it comes to thinking 
intelligently about the concrete effects 
of such a war... No matter how awful, 
the potential effects of nuclear attack 
are very complex and not subject to 
simple diagnosis by quick formulae. In 
fact, this complexity is so great that 
the study of modern war demands the 
same scientific detachment - difficult as 
is may be in this case - that we use 
in approaching any other natural 
phenomenon.” 


Magic 

But we should not conclude that as a 
sacrifice to science Professor Smelser has 
rid himself of “awe and anxiety.” Para- 
doxically it appears that he thinks his is 
an even more troubled soul than the 
souls of those who he alleges have al- 
lowed their emotions to blind their in- 
telligence. It is, he suggests, more in- 
tolerable to “live with the ignorance, 
ambiguity, and anxiety held out by the 
prospect of nuclear war" (as he does), 
than to find “comfort” in a “ negative 
utopia” (as you probably do),. believing 
in the certainty of complete chaos and 
destruction after a nuclear war. In short, 
unwilling to seriously think about the 
“ realistic. complexities of post-attack 
society,” ‘you probably indulge in a 
“magical quality of thinking” ‘and 
“ fantasy”; like the “fantasy of preven- 
tion by means of. passivity, which ap- 
pears to lie behind certain of the uni- 
lateralist disarmament arguments” and 
the “ fantasy of self-destruction through 
protection which holds that shelters will 
so inflate our sense» of invulnerability 
that we will be willing to risk nuclear 
destruction.” 


The science 


game 


These, in summary, are the major themes 
and some of the flavour of Professor 
Smelser’s research. 

= * * 


What is the validity and significance of 
Professor Smelser’s contrasts between 
his own scientific detachment and ob- 
jectivity and the magical fantasies and 
emotionalism he attributes to others? 
The emotions of others are certainly not 
his: nowhere does he indicate horror 
at the imminence of nuclear war; in 
fact, for “purposes of analysis,” he as- 
sumes the death of 60-80 million people 
without any intimation of revulsion. The 
slaughter of 60-80 million is one more 
“fact,” to be analysed as any other 
fact, with no sense that its human mean- 
ing is qualitatively different, and that its 
still hypothetical quality demands from 
us a distinctive reaction - if humanity, in 
its social sense, is to survive. 

But has Smelser’s exclusion of horror 
and revulsion enhanced his analytical 
capacities? Quite the opposite. By analys- 
ing nuclear war as one would “ any other 
natural phenomenon” Smelser ignores 
the elemental distinction between human 
acts and natural events. 


Nuclear war as an 
act of nature 


An examination of the diaries and re- 
cords of the two populations who have 
experienced nuclear extermination, an 
examination of Jungk’s study of Hiro- 
shima since the bombing, Children of 
the Ashes, reveals that one of the promi- 
nent factors in the behaviour and atti- 
tude of the survivors was the conscious- 
ness that the bombing was done by 
men and was a product of human society. 
The reaction of the survivors of Hiro- 
shima to a flood of that city was quali- 
tatively different from their response to 
the nuclear bombing. 

If Smelser considers nuclear war an act 
of- nature, others do not; and as he 
claims to be studying others, he should 
be aware of this difference. 

Surprisingly, there is no reference in 
Professor Smelser’s study to the empiri- 
cal data on the social effects of the 
American bombing of Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki. Instead we have analogies to 
tornado disasters. Loss of a will to live, 
an unwillingness to bear children, trans- 
formations of personality, personal mis- 
trust because of the fear of continued 
genetic mutation - all these recorded 
social consequences of nuclear bombing 
are nowhere mentioned in the study. 

But there is mention of the “ immobili- 
sation of private automobile transpor- 
tation.” What “science” is it that ig- 
nores empirical data on similar pheno. 
mena, preferring to argue by analogies 
with qualitatively different phenomena? 
This deceptive minimisation and even 
denial of the lasting horrors of nuclear 
war lends the prestige of the name of 
science to the ideology of militarists, 
helping to condition people to an accept- 
ance of nuclear disaster. 

What is the meaning of a “ detachment” 
which is premised on an unsfated com- 
mitment to the existing ‘“‘ nuclear balance 
of terror” and the opiate of civil de- 
fence? Consider the language. Smelser 
analyses nuclear war as he would a 
“natural phenomenon.” The import of 
this proposition is to direct enquiry 
away from the causes of nuclear war and 
the policies, structures, and persons. re- 
sponsible for it. Government is not re- 
sponsible for the occurrence of a tor- 
nado; ipso facto, how can they be held 
responsible for nuclear war? 

The allegation that the emotionalism 
of others has paralysed their intellect is 
only a ruse for evading a frank examin- 
ation of the critiques of the “nuclear 
stalemate” by persons who, initially re- 
volted by the possibility of nuclear war, 
applied their intelligence to gain an 
understanding of the causes of the pre- 
sent situation and the ways in which 
it might be altered. 

The end-point. of Smelser’s analysis and 
the goal of his practical suggestions is 


a return to a replica of pre-nuclear war 
America. Those who might regard such 
replication as folly, those who find in 
the social structure and not in nature 
the causes of nuclear war, are classi- 
fied by Smelser as members. of 
“religious sects and cults” - again a 
crude simplification of the arguments of 
opponents. 

There is no magic power in the language 
of science; the use of set phrases does 
not automatically enhance analysis. It 
can and often does obscure reality. Pro- 
fessor Smelser’s discussion of nuclear 
war as an “independent variable,” of 
the consequences of that holocaust as 
“ first-order intervening variables,” “‘ sec- 
ond-order intervening variables” and 
“first-order dependant variables” is an 
instance where language is used to hide 
the human significance of events. 

This use of scientific terminology to deny 
reality its meaning gives the lie to a 
self-image of intellectual toughness. It 
is precisely the concrete, recorded conse- 
quences of nuclear bombing that Smelser 
avoids contemplating. Far from “ think- 
ing the unthinkable,” the essay is an 
exercise in the manipulation of banal 
categories. The question of conscience 
and of judgment occurs at the point 
when human tragedy is first reduced to 
a banality. 

* * * 


These weaknesses of analysis are cer- 
tainly surprising in the work of someone 
of Professor Smelser’s scholarly reputa. 
tion. It is precisely the difference be- 
tween this essay and Professor Smelser’s 
other work that is a matter of public 
concern. Without attempting any evalu- 
ation of Professor Smelser’s contribution 
to scholarship, one can note an essential 
difference between the essay here under 
review and his other work. In the latter, 
Professor Smelser has independently 
formulated the problems and questions 
for which his research is an attempted 
answer; in the study of nuclear war 
he has abdicated this most creative and 
fundamental freedom to the Office of 
Civil Defence. 

True, the agency did not require him 
to use any particular sociological theo- 
ries, concepts, or data; but Civil Defence 
formulated the problem, with the ex- 
press purpose of yielding results which 
“would appear to have potentially signi- 
ficant implications for the design and 
implementation of civil defence counter- 
measures.” Professor Smelser was to con. 
sider “all the complex, inter-connecting 
social spheres which would define vulner- 
ability to an attack to shape recovery 
from this attack.” In effect he contracted 
to complete a study on the social effects 
of nuclear war, the framework of which 
the Office of Civil] Defence had already 
formulated to emphasise the “ positive ” 
functions which that agency fulfils. In a 
fundamental sense the outcome was pre- 
determined, and Professor Smelser en- 
gaged in an exercise of “filling in the 
blanks.” 

The consequences of this were twofold: 
shoddy and incomplete research, atypical 
of his other independent work; and the 
donation of his status as an “ expert” 
to the Office of Civil Defence to assist 
in the perpetuation of the nuclear status 
quo. 
It is traditional for scholars to accept 
responsibility for their own written work. 
To the extent that. they can anticipate 
the applied use of their work, responsi- 
bility also must be accepted for this. 
Consequently Professor Smelser is re- 
sponsible for contributing to the sophis. 
tication of the mythology of civil de 
fence: that effort which makes nuclear 
war “acceptable,” induces quiescence 
in an already insensitive population, and 
thereby weakens popular restraint on 
those able and willing to command the 
weapons. 

More specifically, propaganda about the 
relative invulnerability of shelters and 
the promise of subsequent social recon- 
struction politically strengthens those in 
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Classified 


Terms: 6d per word, min. 4s, Discounts for 
series. Box No. 1s extra. Cash with order (not 
stamps please). Adverts to reach 5 Caledonian 
Road, London, N.1, by frst post Monday. Box 
No. replies to same address Displayed adver- 
tisements rates on application 


Coming events 


B.S.F.S. WINE AND CIIEESE PARTY, Saturday 
May 28, 7.15 pm, Library Hall, Fairfield Road, 
Kingston-on-Thames. Mr Nekrassovy of Moscow 
Pravda speaks on Soviet affairs, also travel 
films. 


Personal 


DUPLICATING, PHOTOCOPYING etc. Maxwell 
Typewriting Co, 88 Park Road, Baker Street, 
NWI. PADdington 3200. 


FOREIGN STAMPS? Send them to War Resisters’ 
International, 88 Park Avenue, Enfield, Middx. 


LIMITED INCOME often prevents generous acts 
during lifetime. A corner in your will would 
enable us to feed a starving child overseas 
and aid the old. Please remember us. War on 
Want, 9 Madeley Road, London W5. 


PREGNANCY TESTING. Rapid, accurate, re- 
liable, medically approved method. Return post 
service. Send small urine sample. Fee 2 gns. 
Hadley Laboratories Ltd (Dept PN), 18 Harvist 
Road, London NW6. 


TYPING; ACCOUNTS, MANUSCRIPTS etc. Max- 
well Typewriting Co, 88 Park Road, Baker 
Street, NW1. PADdington 3200. 


WEDNESDAY AT PEACE NEWS. Voluntary 
workers are always needed at Peace News 
office 10 am to 6 pm especially Wednesday (to 
9 pm) and Thursday. 5 Caledonian Road, Kings 
Cross, London Nl. 


Publications 


BRITAIN’S SOCIALIST WEEKLY - the ** Socialist 
Leader."’ 6d weekly for an 8-page paper. Vigor- 
ous, forthright, and anti-war. From your news- 
agent or local ILP branch, or by post from 
197 Kings Cross koad, London WC1. 6s for 12 
weeks, 25s for 52 weeks. 


LITERATURE for peace campaigners. Peace 
Packets, a comprehensive literature service, 
provides the latest publications of many organ- 
isations. 20s a year - start now. Housmans (the 
Peace News booksellers), 5 Caledonian Road, 
London N1. 


Situations vacant 


COPY TYPIST REQUIRED. Temporary. Prepara- 
tion of material for publication. Apply secre- 
tary, NCCL, 4 Camden High Street, NWI. 


Wanted 


OFFSET LITHO PRINTER required to produce 
monthly 20-page booklet with half-tone pictures. 
Phone DANson Park 2021. 


SCIENCE GAME 


continued 


the American government who favour 
the strategy of pre-emptive or first strike 
attacks (euphemistically known as ‘“ pre- 
ventive nuclear war.’’) 

While the subject matter of Professor 
Smelser’s paper might have a particular 
interest for readers of Peace News, it 
would be a mistaken minimisation of the 
problem to regard his study as an isola- 
ted phenomenon. Rather, it is one ex- 
ample of a general phenomenon: an ex. 
panding integration and co-operation be- 
tween the universities and the military. 
Other instances of this equally require 
exposure and critical evaluation. 

1. Project Camelot: initiated and for- 
mulated by the Pentagon to be imple- 
mented by professors (and their research 
assistants) in order to provide the US 
counter-insurgency programme with an 
“additional scientific basis for planning 
with regard to various contingencies and 
with regard to various policies” (Viet- 
nam? Dominican Republic?); in the words 
of the director, research to “ predict and 
influence politically significant aspects 
of social change in the developing nations 
of the world.” 

2. Michigan State University Project in 
Vietnam: in this instance, professors 
acting as “advisers” helped train and 
arm Diem’s police force. In those years 
of greater “subtlety,” academics were 
used as intermediaries to circumvent the 
Geneva Agreements. 

3. Recruitment of American economists 


to fill vacancies in the Branco regime 
in Brazil. Some Brazilian development 
economists had fled because of the re- 
gime’s extensive repression of dissent. 
Funds for this recruitment were pro- 
vided by the US Agency for International 
Development. 

4. The relation between universities and 
the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA), 
such as the financing of the Massachu- 
setts Institute of Technology's Centre for 
International Studies. This centre, found- 
ed by W. W. Rostow, was later directed 
by another economist, Max Millikan, who 
had previously served for two years as an 
assistant director of the CIA. 

This is only a partial list and it leaves 
aside entirely the extensive non-contrac- 
tual arrangements between academics 
and the military, such as the interchange 
of personnel between universities, mili- 
tary agencies and research foundations. 
McGeorge Bundy is a striking example: 
first Dean at Harvard, then member of 
the National Security Council, and now 
director of the Ford Foundation. But 
perhaps the most prevalent and insidious 
form of military-academic liaison is the 
exploitation of the academic’s public 
image as an “expert” in order to pro- 
mote cold-war ideology and organisa- 
tional interests. 

In sum, the problem is enormous, and 
the discussion of Professor Smelser’s 
paper can only serve as an introduction 
to the phenomenon of the subordination 
of critical intelligence and humanist con- 
cerns - two of the public images of the 
university and the essential attributes of 
an intellectual - to the promotion of 
military policies and dogma. 

Mordecai Briemberg is a Ph.D. candidate 
in sociology at the University of Cali- 
fornia, Berkeley. 


PERSONAL 
COMMENT 


At a Quaker lunch meeting last week, 
the guest speaker, a very alert minded 
academician from the US, gave his sober 
view that his country’s foreign policy 
was no longer under civilian control, but 
had been in the hands of the military 
since World War II. The only person, 
he declared, who had seriously tried to 
restore civilian control of foreign policy 
was Kennedy. It would, of course, be 
rash to conclude that this is why Ken- 
nedy was shot down so mysteriously in 
Dallas. But it might be equally rash 
to suggest there is no connection be- 
tween these two disparate, but equally 
spine-chilling, facts at all. 


* * * 


At the hospital I was helping with an 
admission and waiting patiently on a 
corridor. seat for a verdict. Suddenly 
several nurses and doctors whisked by 
and stood outside gazing intently at 
some X-ray photographs. Something ex- 
cited about their manner, plus the fact 
that I am an incurable nosey parker, 
drew me alongside. “Do you see it?” 
said a young doctor, pointing to a piece 
of vertebra and inviting me to look. I 
looked hard as he held the negative to 
the sky at an arm’s length. “Is it a 
skull?” I asked rather woodenly. ‘‘ Not 
that, you chump,” he said. “It’s the sun, 


can’t you see the eclipse?” So I had 
a good view of this rare phenomenon, 
while two nurses discussed whether the 
shadow on the sun was caused by the 
moon or the earth. A few moments later, 
back inside, an elderly patient was 
volubly and morosely complaining of the 
way the doctors had made a _ public 
exhibition of his X-ray pictures, while an 
embarrassed and red-faced doctor sought 
to disabuse him. The last sentence I 
caught of what became the old man’s 
tedious monologue was, ‘“ Well, if you 
weren't actually looking at them, why 
were you all looking at them?” 


* * * 


I have not read the Franks Commission 
report on Oxford, but I wonder, after 
reading some Sunday supplement recipes 
of dishes currently cooked in Oxford 
college kitchens, whether it has studied 
the results on the working efficiency of 
dons of eating too much rich food? One 
dish, for only six people, apparently re- 
quires more than a pound of different 
animal fats - cream, butter and cheese - 
just for the sauce alone. It also requires 
1 Ib sausage meat (more fat!) six slices 
of bacon (same again) and six veal es- 
calopes. It might be all right for a beano 
perhaps, but I wonder what is the inci- 
dence among dons of thrombosis? 
Another surprise is the extent to which 
top people take to tinned food in their 
quest for excellence; but perhaps not, 
when excellence is so confused with 
richness, complexity and mere extrava- 
gance. Why don’t they try a little whole. 
some plea for a change - and give 
the change to Oxfam? 

JOHN PAPWORTH 


Diary 


As this is a free service we reserve the right to 
select from notices sent in. To make the service 
as complete as possible, we urge organisers to: 


1. Send entries to arrive not later than first 
post Monday (Friday preferred). 


2. Include date, town, place (hall, street), 
nature of event, speakers, organisers (and 
secretary's address). 


To publicise full details, book a classified or 
displayed advertisement. 


Remember to order copies of Peace News for 
your advertised meeting: sale or return. From: 
Circulation Dept., 5 Caleldonian Road, N.!. 


27-30 May, Fri-Mon 


SOUTHWARK TO CANTERBURY. Whitsun Peace 
on Earth pilgrimage. See details for individual 
days. Christian CND. Enquiries to 38 Sutton 
Road, London N10. 


27 May, Friday 


SALISBURY. Picket of Porton Germ and Chemi- 
cal war establishment during visit of Duke 
of Edinburgh. Assemble 10 am at Pheasant Inn. 
Defails from Committee of 100 group, 6 Folke- 
stone Road, Salisbury, phone 5669. 


SOUTHWARK TO WOOLWICH. 7.15 pm. United 
prayer, Southwark Cathedral. Arrive Woolwich 
about 10.20 pm. Christian CND’s Peace on 
Earth pilgrimage. 


28 May, Saturday 


LONDON EC2. 8 pm. ‘' London Apprentice,” 
Old Street. Folk singing. Peanuts Club. 


LONDON NWI. 8.30 pm. ‘ The Engineer,”’ 
Gloucester Avenue (near Cecil Sharp House, 
Camden tube). Poetry and folksong club. 


WOOLWICH TO ROCHESTER. 9 am. United 
prayer, St Marys Church. Arrive Rochester 
about 9 pm. Christian CND’s Peace on Earth 
pilgrimage. 


29 May, Sunday 


LONDON EC2. 8 pm. ‘‘ London Apprentice,”’ 
Old Street. Jazz and Poetry. Peanuts Club. 


ROCHESTER TO FAVERSHAM. 8 am. Roman 
Catholic Mass. 9 am. United prayer, Rochester 
Cathedral. Arrive Faversham about 7.30 pm. 
Christian CND's Peace on Earth pilgrimage. 


30 May, Monday 


FAVERSHAM TO CANTERBURY. 9 am. United 
prayer, Faversham Baptist Church (sermon: 
Methodist minister). 11.30 am, lunch at Dun- 
kirk. 1 pm, silent dedication. 3.15 pm, Canter- 
bury Cathedral: Evensong 4.15 pm, Cathedral 
Crypt: Quaker Meeting of worship. Coach leaves 
5 Caledonian Road N1 for Dunkirk at 9 am. 
Christian CND’s Peace on Earth pilgrimage. 


TORQUAY. 11.30 am to 6 pm. YCND “‘ On the 
Beach "' project - leaflets, literature, speeches, 
vigils with posters, on beach. 


2 June, Thursday 


BIRMINGHAM, 7.45 pm. Dr Johnson House, 
Bull Street. ‘‘ The War Game '’ film: discussion 
Ree with panel of speakers. Women for 
eace, 


POSTAL SUBSCRIPTION RATES 


Great Britain: 3 months 13s. 6 menths 266. 
1 year 50s. 


Abroad (seamail): 3 months 13s. 6 months 24s. 
1 year 46s. Add 10s p.a. for pamphlets. 


AIRMAIL EDITION 


North Africa and Middle East: 3 months le 64. 
6 months 32s 6d. 1 year 63s. 


India, Africa and South East Asia: 3 months 
18s 5d. 6 months 36a 16d. 1 year 73s. 


Australia, New Zealand and Far East: $ months 
20s 7d. 6 months 41g 2d. 1 year 80s. 


North America: 816 a year to Peace News, c/o 
AFSC, 160 North 15th St, Philadelphia 2, Pa. 


Peace News 5 Caledonian Rd London N1 


Badges 


Housmans illustrated list of 19 
different badges now available. 
Send stamped envelope. 48 assorted 
6d badges for 21s post free. Cash 
with order 

SPECIAL BADGES MADE TO ORDER 
1,000 lin round celluloid badge, brooch 


pin, in two colours for £15 (2,000 for 
£25) 


5 Caledonian Road, London NI. 


PIONEER 
YOUTH 
MOVEMENT 


London centred, in process of 
formation, to engage in. radical 
direct action for socially worth- 
while projects. 


Enquiries invited: 6a Burnbury Rd, 
London SW12 
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LONDON Ell. 8 pm. Friends Meeting House, 
Bush Road. ‘‘ PM on national AGM.’ PPU. 


LONDON WC}. 7.30 pm. 6 Endsleigh Street. 
Committee of 100 Christian Group meeting. 


3 June, Friday’ 


LONDON NWI. 7 pm and 9.15 pm. St Pancras 
Town Hall. George Melly introduces Ian Camp- 
bell Folk Group, the 3 City 4, and Alex Camp- 
bell. Presented by Centre Concerts and Lon- 
don C.100. 


LONDON WC2. 6 pm. French Church, Leicester 
Place. Mass for world peace followed, at 
Friends Meeting House, 52 St Martins Lane, by 
refreshments, talk (Mr Graham Jenkins on 
“The declaration of the Council on the Jews '"') 
and discussion. Pax. 


3-5 June, Fri-Sun 


BATH. ‘‘ Hillhaven,’’ 29 Oldfield Road. Annual 
Conference of Fellowship of Friends of Truth. 
Speakers: Swami Avyaktananda (Vedanta Move- 
ment), Tom Fry (scientist) and Michael Tapp 
(anthroposophist). Details from Ruth Richard- 
son, 52 Green Meadow Road, Birmingham 29. 


4 June, Saturday 


BIRMINGHAM. 3 pm. Woodbrooke College. 
‘“‘Vietnam - a Non-violent Solution."’ Rev Dr 
John Swomley. Fellowship of Reconciliation. 


LONDON EC2. 8 pm. ‘'‘ London Apprentice,”’ 
Old Street. Folksinging. Peanuts Club. 


LONDON NW1. 8.30 pm. ‘The Engineer,"’ 
Gloucester Avenue (near Cecil Sharp House, 
Camden tube). Poetry and folksong club. 


4-5 June, Sat-Sun 


EAST GRINSTEAD. Plaw Hatch TU_ club, 
Sharpethorne. Weekend school: *' East of Suez 
- what should Labour do?"’ Dr Malcolm Cald- 
well, Hugh Jenkins MP, Stan Orme MP, Norman 
Atkinson MP, £2 10s applications to Eric 
Messer, 189 Kingsdown Avenue, South Croydon 
(UPL 4712). Labour Peace Fellowship, Labour 
CND and Political Committee, London Co-op. 


5 June, Sunday’ 


LONDON EC2. 8 pm. ‘' London Apprentice," 
Old Street. Poetry and jazz. Peanuts Club. 


6 June, Monday 


LONDON Ni. 7.30 pm. 5 Caledonian Road, 
Kings Cross. Monday Forum: ‘‘ Welfarism or 
do-it-yourself,’’ Workshops. 


9 June, Thursday. 


LONDON Ell. 8 pm. Friends Meeting House, 
Bush Road. Gonnie Hagger: picture of New 
Zealand, PPU. 


LONDON NW3. 8 pm. ‘' Three Horseshoes," 
Heath Street, Discussion meeting on Vietnam 
with Ben Whitaker MP and John Gittings. 


9-10 July, Sat-Sun 


OXFORD. 10 am Sat to 4 pm Sunday. St Hugh's 
College. Medical Association for the Prevention 
of War conference: ‘' The Doctor and Situa- 
tions of Tension,’ including sessions on crime, 
war, race etc. Further details from Mrs. B. 
Edwards, Byfleet Manor, Old Basing, Basing- 
stoke, Hants. 


Bromley fair 


A few weekends ago friends of Peace 
News in Bromley, Kent, organised a 
spring fair. It was round the corner 
from the town’s lush shopping palaces, in 
the contrasting simplicity of the well-de- 
signed new Friends Meeting House. That 
made the third Meeting House in three 
weeks at which I’d attended a peace 
function - a good thing we have Quakers! 
The hall was bursting with stalls: hours 
of talented sewing, gallons of jam, plants 
and bushes from Bromley’s pleasant side 
roads, homemade food and refreshments, 
the local YCND’s stall (they do very 
good work selling the paper), Housmans 
displaying its wares - and the necessary 
jumble to attract the bargain hunters. 
Author and militant buliding-worker 
Brian Behan opened the fair, nearly 
blowing off the chaste Quaker ceiling 
with his fierce tirade against politicians, 
war in Vietnam, and Labour leaders in 
particular. 
David Graham, Oxfam's _ resourceful 
south-east London organiser, his wife 
Jane and their friends planned this en- 
joyable fair, which raised £50 towards 
restoring the Peace News fund after the 
financial hurricane that hit us earlier 
this year. Similar events in gardens, 
homes and meeting places everywhere 
could help to unite our friends and swell 
our funds. Fix a date, and maybe we 
could help you. 
Our next appeal, as we promised last 
time, will start a serles explaining in 
detail aspects of our work. 

HARRY MISTER 


Received since April 1: £687 
We need £6000 by Jan. 31 1967 
Please send cheques etc (payable 
to Peace NewsLtd)to Merfyn Turner, 
5 Caledonian Road London N1 
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Thousands on fourth 
Marathon march 


First reports of the fourth Marathon to 
Athens peace march, which was held on 
Sunday, say that police harassment and 
restriction was much increased this year. 
The march was not allowed into the 
centre of Athens, only into a football 
stadium; foreign participants had their 
coach held up for two hours, in an 
attempt to prevent them joining the 
march; Michael Peristerakis, a march or- 
ganiser, was arrested three days before 
the march and held for several hours. 

Nevertheless, an estimated 100,000 to 
200,000 people joined the march, and a 
very large crowd lined the last four 
miles of the route to greet them. There 
were forty people from foreign countries 
taking part - the USA, Britain, West 
Germany, Belgium, Israel, Cyprus and 
Italy. The US contingent included the 
poet Tom McGrath, and the British one 
three MPs and six or seven Committee of 
100 people. : 

Colin Sweet, secretary of the British 
Peace Committee, who gave this report 
to Peace News on Tuesday, said that the 
most remarkable thing about the march 
was the display of banners and posters, 
and the sense of carnival. One man 
walked the whole 26 miles carrying a 
pole supporting an upturned military 


helmet, in which sat a live dove. 

In next week’s Peace News we expect to 
publish a longer report on the march 
from Bob Overy. 


...and in London 


Jo Foster writes: A march was held last 
Sunday in support of the Marathon to 
Athens march in Greece. Led by a few 
young couples in Greek national costume, 
it went down Park Lane to Byron’s 
statue, where wreaths were laid at By- 
ron’s feet. The march continued to the 
Greek Embassy, which along with its 
neighbour, the American Embassy, was 
lined with apprehensive policemen. They 
need not have worried. A letter from the 
Committee of 100 was handed in and 
the march continued round the corner to 
disperse. 

The Committee letter stressed support 
for the Marathon to Athens march and 
the statement it made for peace and 
against tyranny in Greece. 

Although this was a small march, it was 
pleasant: there was no internal quarrel- 
ling in spite of the number of different 
political views represented, and no ugly 
slogan-chanting. 


News in brief 


A letter has been sent to the Prime Min- 
ister from the president of Leicester 
University Students’ Union informing 
him of a resolution made at a general 
meeting of the union on May 19 - “ that 
the union urges the government, in any 
negotiations which it may undertake with 
the illegal Smith regime, to recognise 
that the 1961 constitution is not a proper 
basis for negotiations; to insist on the 
formulation of a time-table for rapid 
progression to African majority rule; 
and to demand the release of the African 
political detainees.” 


The Executive Committee of the National 
Peace Council has written to the Secre- 
tary of State for Defence to express 
concern at the appointment of a sales- 
man of armaments. Mr Healey has been 
asked to receive a delegation which will 
include the chairman of the Council, 
Mr Frank Allaun MP, Fenner Brockway 
and members of the executive commit- 
tee. 

The London Co-operative Society’s poli- 
tical committee passed a resolution on 
May 17 expressing concern “ with Judge 
Aarvold’s leniency shown towards four 
hooligans who, having taken part in 
arson attacks on various synagogues in 
the London area, were released after two 
days’ imprisonment.” 

The Peace Research Centre in Lancaster 
has a new address: 7 Common Garden 
Street, Lancaster. The telephone number 
remains the same - Lancaster 3750. 
Two BOAC airliners were contaminated 
by radioactive fallout from the third 
Chinese nuclear explosion on May 9. 
The corporation said, however, that the 
level was lower than the general level 
on all Boeing 707s after the Russian 
and American tests of 1961-2. - The 
Times. 


The Rev Howard Jones, a clergyman 
member of the Billy Graham evangelist 
crusade team, was told last week to leave 
the London flat he had been staying in 
for two days because he is a Negro. - The 
Times. 

Mr Gerald Brooke, the London lecturer 
imprisoned by the Russians for anti- 
Soviet activities, has written to the 
British Embassy in Moscow to confirm 
that he has arrived safely at the labour 
camp to which he was being transferred, 
but he does not say in the letter where 
the camp is. The letter was not received 
at the Embassy until] May 20 although 
it was dated May 5. - The Guardian. 
Raymond Bamford, one of the most in- 
fluential figures connected with the 
Racial Preservation Society, whose news- 
paper supports the removal of coloured 
people from this country, was revealed 
recently to have been in touch with 
extreme Right-wing circles in Germany 
and South Africa over the past few 
years. - The Sunday Times. ; 
The Home Secretary, Mr Roy Jenkins, 
gave a clear hint in London on Monday 
that the government is contemplating 
extending the Race Relations Act during 
the next parliamentary session to out- 
law discrimination in employment. He 
also revealed that Ministers are examin- 
ing the value of inserting a non-discrim- 
ination clause in all government con- 
tracts. It would be modelled on the fair 
wages clause introduced in 1946 and 
since copied by a number of local 
authorities. - The Guardian. 

The general manager of one of London's 
biggest car-hire firms has admitted that 
“Tt is company policy to avoid carrying 
coloured passengers.” A Home Office 
official has said that complaints against 
Carline Car Hire, Wimbledon, will be 
investigated. - The Sun. 


Southwark 
to Canterbury 


Peace on 
Earth 


Pilgrimage 


Whit Monday coach to the lunch stop (3 
miles from Canterbury) leaves. 5 Cale- 
donian Road, near Kings Cross, at 9 am. 
Return fare 10s. See Peace News Diary 
for detailed timetable. 


Whitsun 
1966 


Committee of 100 plans 
USAF base ‘happening’ 


The London Committee of 100 reports 
mounting support for its demonstration 
at the Alconbury USAF base on Sunday, 
July 3. The local YCND in Huntingdon, 
two miles from the base, are planning a 
three week project of leafleting, public 
meetings and possibly a folk song con- 
cert. It_is even likely that the local 
Liberal Party will give support. 

The plan is to assemble at Huntingdon 
at 2.30 pm for a short meeting, march 
to the base, climb up the mound that 
surrounds the base and plant broken 
crosses (nuclear disarmament symbols 
without the circles), observe two minutes 
silence for the dead in Vietnam, then 
hold a meeting on the wide grass verge 
alongside the mound. The demonstra- 
tions will end with some kind of happen- 


Vietnam: Labour 
group meets 


John Keohane writes: A meeting was 
held in the House of Commons on Mon- 
day, May 16, to try to organise the grow- 
ing opposition to the British govern- 
ment’s policy on Vietnam within the 
Labour Party. The meeting was spon- 
sored by Labour CND and among those 
present were Frank Allaun, Peter Jack- 
son, Anne Kerr, Michael Foot, Peggy 
Duff and Arthur Blenkinsop. It was 
agreed that a statement of limited ob- 
jectives (i.e. return to the Geneva agree. 
ment, negotiations with the Viet Cong) 
should be drawn up and circulated to 
constituency parties for discussion and 
signed by as many MPs as would support 
it. There was no talk of a more militant 
attitude, and all plans centred on getting 
the Vietnamese situation debated in 
Parliament and organising opposition for 
this year’s Labour Party conference in 
October. 


ing. The demonstrators will then go on 
to the village of Alconbury and possibly 
hold another meeting. 

It is intended to avoid arrests on this 
demonstration. The aim is to make con- 
tact with the servicemen on the base 
who will be invited to all parts of the 
demonstration. 

The London Committee of 100 is plan- 
ning the following action on Vietnam: 
June 23-27, International Days of Pro- 
test. Pickets at the US Embassy from 
6 pm to 7 pm. On Saturday June 25, 
the picket will be from 11 am to 12 noon. 
Sunday, June 26, from 3 to 4 pm. Also 
on the Sunday, a mass vigil will be held 
at the Cenotaph, Whitehall, from 5 pm 
to 5.30 in memory of the dead of both 
sides in Vietnam. Participants are asked 
to bring a flower/flowers with them. 
These will be left at the foot of the 
Cenotaph after the vigil. 


Radical Alliance 
conference 


Supporters of Radical Alliance, meeting 
in conference last weekend, rejected a 
proposal to turn the organisation into 
a political party. They approved a pro- 
posal that the Alliance should engage in 
community action projects, which might 
lead to some kind of electoral campaign. 
A development committee was set up to 
examine a proposal for a ‘“ Congress of 
Radicals.” 

Amendments to the Radical Alliance 
charter which were passed included the 
addition of overpopulation to the char- 
ter’s list of ‘‘major problems facing the 
world,” and the addition of public own- 
ership and workers’ control to its pro- 
gramme. A section on the dangers of 
centralisation and the need for control 
of government power was added to the 
preamble. 


Discussion on ‘War Game’ 


Brian Smith writes: About 100 people 
turned out recently to a public discussion 
on the film, The War Game, advertised 
solely by CND members leafleting out- 
side Glasgow’s Cosmo cinema, where the 
film has been showing. 

Glasgow CND vice-chairman David Rid. 
dell spoke about the effects of attack on 
Scotland, and was followed by CND’s 
treasurer, Roger Dudman, who from a 
vantage point of membership of Oxford 


Car attack on 
anti-Smith march 
in Aberdeen 


Forbes Browne writes: As part of 
national university demonstrations aim- 
ing at Wilson’s probable sell-out over 
Rhodesia, a vigil was held at the King 
George VII statue in the centre of 
Aberdeen on May 18 from 8 am until 2 
pm, under a large “Stop Smith Now” 
banner. Later the vigillers moved to 
the market stance, where some 30 people 
assembled for a march. Members of the 
University Anti-Apartheid Society, the 
Young Socialists and YCND were heckled 
by a dozen or so right-wing extremists, 
who threw fireworks and followed the 
march in cars. 

Trouble broke out when one of the cars 
was driven into the rear of the march, 
hitting several people and injuring one 
of the banner holders. The car was forc- 
ibly halted by four marchers. Another 
car kept stopping ahead of the march, 
then, when overtaken, starting up again 
and pushing through the marchers, who 
attacked it with placards. The police 
moved in, detaining the driver of the 
first car on a charge of reckless driving 
and hustling the march on past the 
other. 

The rest of the demonstration passed off 
quietly and ended with a public meet- 
ing at the market stance. Signatures were 
collected for a petition calling on the 
Prime Minister not to compromise with 
Ian Smith. These will be handed in at 
Downing Street early next week. 


City Civil Defence Committee confirmed 
the inadequacy of civil defence prepara- 
tions. He spoke at length of the obstacles 
imposed by the Official Secrets Act, 
which prevented local authorities from 
knowing what their own officials would 
be doing after an attack, when at the 
same time they were trying to take steps 
to mitigate the horror. 

The discussion, in which Peter Cadogan, 
Cllr William Gray and Neil Carmichael 
MP took part, was for a time on the 
theme of grass-roots as against institu- 
tional action against war. Institutional 
action was preferred by a majority, as 
likely to be quicker than a libertarian 
solution, and the case for CND as the 
appropriate institution was_ strongly 
made by its chairman, Olive Gibbs. 
Edinburgh CND have arranged a similar 
discussion for May 26. 


VIETNAM 
. SOLIDARITY 
CONFERENCE 


to formalise the movement for 
solidarity between the peoples of 
Vietnam and Britain. 


Hear: Bertrand Russell 
Ralph Schoenman 
Chris Farley 
Ken Coates 


and other speakers 


To be held in the Mahatma Gandhi 
Hall on June 4 and 5; the conference 
commences on Saturday June 4 at 
10.30 

For delegate’s credentials write : 
Vietnam Solidarity Campaign, 


8 Roland Gdns, London SW7 (FRO 3138). 
Visitors very welcome 


Published by Peace News Ltd, 5 Caledonian 
Road, London Nl, and printed in Great Britain 
by Goodwin Press Ltd, 135 Fonthill Road, 
London N4. 


